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HE Reader is here preſented 
Sl with a Collection of Letters, 
WEN writ by me, at my Leiſure, in 
= 2 little Country Retirement, 
= 70/everal 3 of Senſe, 
2 Learning and Fortune, upon 
great Variety of popular Subjects; and it is @ 
thorough Miſcellany of Pieces, in which, both 
the Satyriſt and Panegyriſt are exerted, parti- 
cular Perſons and Things are mix'd with gene- 
ral Ones, and Serious with the Merry. 
THESE Letters are intended, not only 
as MIXROUR to Mr. Alexander Po 
and his Creatures, the Admirers of the fa- 
vous Dunciad and more famous Tom 
Thumb, bat to many others; and "tis pro- 
able, that ſome Perſons of Figure, and 
= Patrons, as well a Poets, ſome young Beaus, 
RT TS. WR Parſons, 


| (4) 
Parſons, Oxonians, r. may wot be very 
woll pleas d with the Charatters I have given 
' them: But if. my Deſcriptions ſhall happen 

to be juſt, they ought to blame themſelves, 
and not to cenſure me; no more than a Perſon 
. who has a bad Face, ſhould find Fault with his 
Painter for drawing it to the Life. 7688 
AND if any Gentleman ſhall give him- 
ſelf the Trouble to make any Remarks on the 
following Letters, I may, perhaps, let him know 
Jan myſelf better qualified for that Tast 
than he will apptar to be; and he ſhall not fail 
to have an Anſwer to thoſe Obſervations 

that are worthy of it. | 
THIS Publication ſhould have been made 
two or three Tears ago, but has been delay d 
by my cloſe Attachment to larger Works of 4 
different Nature, which would not allow me 
Time to colle® the Pteces together, aud band 
them to the Preſs for the Entertainment of 
the Town. 6 


Miſcellaneous LE TT ERS, 
Satyrical, Panegyrical, Oc. 
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L ETT EN I. 


To My. In Ds, on Mr. Pope, and 
his Poetry. ; 


SI R, 13th Dec. 1729: 


Pope, I gave you ſome Reaſons 
why. I once commended that 
Poet, about Ten Years ago 
| =p when his Reputation was very 
different from what it is at preſent, and before 
I was well acquainted with him, or his Writ- 
ings, at a Time that he was generally thought 
to be a riſing Genius; and therefore, I was 
willing to compliment him with an exalted 
Character, of his own drawing up and ap- 


Proving. 
ir B Bur 


Bu r as this Gentleman has now gone Coun- 
ter to all the Rules of Honour, Gratitude, Mo- 
rality, Juſtice, Senſe and good Manners, and 
exerted his noble Billingſeate Talents in the 
moſt ſhameleſs and unprecedented Abuſe of 
all his Contemporaries, without making any 
Diſtinction between Foe, or Friend, except 
ſometimes to favour the Latter with the great- 
er Load of his Scandal; ſince this is the glo- 
rious Game he hath been playing for above 
two Years paſt, ſurely it is but juſt in me who 
am libell'd in his vile Rhapſody;'to retract my 
good Opinion, and to draw my Pen againſt 
fuch an Adverſary, and convince him of his 
great Error, Folly and Madneſs. 

N Order to this, let us examine thorough- 
Iv and Impartially into the true Cauſe of 
Mr. Pope's entering the Liſts againſt almoſt 
half Mankind. His Pretence for his Scut- 
rility, in the ſeveral Editions of the Dunciad, 
1s, that the great Number of Perſons he hath 
ſo flagrantly abuſed, were firſt guilty of 
writing againſt him : But this mighty Charge 
is far from being Juſt ; for I am one of them, 
among many others, who never writ, or faid 
the leaſt Thing againſt him, till he firſt be- 
came the moſt notorious Agreſſor by writing 
againſt us; and then it was, and not before, 
that we firſt began to oppoſe the envious 
Gentleman, in the unjuſt Attacks he made on 
our Reputations. As this is not the real Cauſe 
of his very extrayagant Conduct, what can it 
be elſe? Why tis too plain and obvious that 
the great Contempt he expreſſes for all others, 
proceeds from a high Opinion he has conceived 
of himſelf: And this Opinion, muſt natural. 


1 


ly ariſe from his abundant Vanity, for none 
but a very vain Perſon will conceive and en- 
tertain a high Opinion of himſelf. 

S1ncx the famous Mr. Pope's malevolent 
Treatment of other Perſons, ariſes from his 
Vanity, I'll endeavour to lay open and diſco- 
ver to him and his Readers what it is he has to 
be vain of. As to his Perſon, there can be 
nothing ſeen there in the moſt flattering Mir- 
ror to highten his Self-Opinion, but, on the 
contrary, to humble and mortify him: So that 
it is from his Mind alone, whence this Source 
of. Vanity eſſentially ſprings ; and as his Body 
is ſo very unpromiſing a Figure, his Mind 
ſhould be race and excellent indeed to lift him 
to that Pitch of Pride which he hath lately ſo 
eminently diſplay'd. 

N o w I am come to the Mind of this Poet, 
or rather his Productions which ſhew it. Is 
there in his Wind/or Foreſt, Temple of Fame, 
Rape o the Lock, Eſſay on Criticiſm, or any of 
his other Poems, on a ſtrict Examination, the 
leaſt Appearance of that 


Mens Divinior atque Os — Magna Sonaturum. 


deſcribed by Horace, and which Spenſer, Milton, 
Cowley, Dryden, Prior, and ſome others of our 
famous Countrymen, have, in a great Meaſure, 
come up to? Or is there any Thing appears 
in the Poetry of Mr. Pope, but either the moſt 
trifling Imitation of celebrated Poets; or 
ſmooth flowing Words and jingling Rhime, 
adapted to the Ear only? Or, in ſhort, is there 
in his Poems any Thing but ſinnewleſs Ver- 
lification, ard ſonorous Nonſenſe ? If this be 


. 


8 3 the 


Bu r as this Gentleman has now gone Coun- 
ter to all the Rules of Honour, Gratitude, Mo- 
rality, Juſtice, Senſe and good Manners, and 
exerted his noble Billing ſgate Talents in the 
moſt ſhameleſs and unprecedented Abuſe of 
all his Contemporaries, without making any 
Diſtinction between Foe, or Friend, except 
ſometimes to favour the Latter with the great- 
er Load of his Scandal; ſince this 1s the glo- 
rious Game he hath been playing for above 
two Years paſt, ſurely it is but juſt in me who 
am libelVd in his vile Rhapſody; to retract my 
good Opinion, and to draw my Pen againſt 
fuch an Adverſary, and convince him of his 
great Error, Folly and Madneſs. 

IN Order to this, let us examine thorough- 
lv and Impartially into the true Cauſe of 
Mr. Pope's entering the Liſts againſt almoſt 
half Mankind. His Pretence for his Scut- 
rility, in the ſeveral Editions of the Dunciad, 
1s, that the great Number of Perſons he hath 
ſo flagrantly abuſed, were firſt guilty of 
writing againſt him : But this mighty Charge 
is far from being Juſt ; for I am one of them, 
among many others, who never writ, or faid 
the leaſt Thing againſt him, till he firſt be- 
came the moſt notorious Agreſſor by writing 
againſt us; and then it was, and not before, 
that we firſt began to oppoſe the envious 
Gentleman, in the unjuſt Attacks he made on 
our Reputations. As this is not the real Cauſe 
of his very extravagant Conduct, what can it 
be elſe? Why 'tis too plain and obvious that 
the great Contempt he expreſſes for all others, 
proceeds from a high Opinion he has conceived 
of himſelf: And this Opinion, muſt natural 
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ly ariſe from his abundant Vanity, far none. 
but a very vain Perſon will conceive and en- 
tertain a bigh Opinion of himſelf. 

Since the famous Mr. Pope's malevolent. 
Treatment of other Perſons, ariſes from his 
Vanity, I'll endeavour to lay open and diſco- 
ver to him and his Readers what it is he has to 
be vain of, As to his Perſon, there can be 
nothing ſeen there in the moſt flattering Mir- 
ror to highten his Self-Opinion, but, on the 
contrary, to humble and mortify him: So that 
it is from his Mind alone, whence this Source 
of Vanity eſſentially ſprings ; and as his Body 
is ſo very unpromiſing a Figure, his Mind 
ſhould be race and excellent indeed to lift him 
to that Pitch of Pride which he hath lately ſo 
eminently diſplay'd. | 

N o I am come to the Mind of this Poet, 
or rather his Productions which ſhew it. Is 
there in his Windſor Foreſt, Temple of Fame, 
Rape of the Lock, Eſſay on Criticiſm, or any of 
his other Poems, on a ſtrict Examination, the 
leaſt Appearance of that 


Mens Divinior atque Os — Magna Sonaturam. 


deſcribed by Horace, and which Spenſer, Milton, 
Cowley, Dryden, Prior, and ſome others of our 
famous Countrymen, have, in a great Meaſure, 
come up to? Or is there any Thing appears 
in the Poetry of Mr. Pope, but either the moſt 
trifling Imitation of celebrated Poets; or 
{mooth flowing Words and jingling Rhime, 
adapted to the Ear only? Or, in ſhort, is there 


in his Poems any Thing but ſinnewleſs Ver- 


lification, ard ſonorous Nonſenſe ? If this be 
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0 the Truth of the Caſe, that he hath not the 
3 Sublimity of a great Writer; pray what hath 
| he to boaſt of? I very much fear little elſe but 
his Impudence ! | 
An p I know of no Inſtance of his Mens 
Divinior, &c. unleſs he has luckily hit upon it 
in the following Lines in Book the Second of 
his Dunciad : 


| . As oil d with magick Juices for the Courſe, 

1 Renew d by Ordure s ſympathetick Force, 
Vig'rous he riſes, from th Effluvia ſtrong 
Imbibes new Life, and ſcours and ſtinks along. 


Theſe inimitable Verſes on one of his Book- 
ſellers in the filthy Race after John Gay and 
divers other Authors, are a ſufficient Example 
and Teſtimony of the Sublimity of this Poet's 
Genius, his Fire and his Judgment. 

Ir Mr. Pope has nothing that is excellent in 
his Qualifications, but hath an evident Defici- 
ency of good Senſe and Judgment, he muſt 
inevitably ſubmit to the glorious Charatter 
which he ſo liberally confers on others. For 
that Poet, be his Numbers ever ſo flowing, 
who ſhews an Impotency of Senſe in every 
Thing he doth, can certainly, at beſt, be no 

1 other than a bright Son of his Goddeſs of 
3 Dulneſs: And in his Defence of himſelf, and 
1 his Notes to his Dunciad, he is ſo intollerably 
dull that he is writing to Children, or his Read- 
ers muſt infallibly take him for a Child. | 
ALL this may more you have prov'd upon 
Fi Pope in your excellent Remarks, in which you 
"N have likewiſe, 'with the utmoſt Juſtice, de- 
1 fended your Reputation againſt the extraordi- 
| nary, 
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nary Efforts of his impotent Malice: As for 
my ſelf, notwithſtanding the Abuſe of me by 
this Poet, 1 doubt not but jit will be confeſs'd 
that my Writings in their Way are more uſe- 
ful and beneficial to the World, and of Con- 
ſequence Jikely to laſt longer, than the idle 
nonſenſical Poems and maim'd Tranſlations of 
Mr. Alexander Pope: And if fo, I ſhall ſtand 
juſtified in the Opinion of all Men of Senſe, 

I Hav thought it proper to ſend you 
this farther Letter upon the Subject of Pope's 
Conduct, on his having Printed a Third Edition 
of the Dunciad more vile and ſcurrilous than 
either of the former Impreſſions, and with the 
Names of the ſeveral Perſons abuſed at 
length; which is an Impudence unparallel'd; 
and deſerves the ſevereſt Chaſtiſement. 


I am, 


SIR; 


Your Humble Servant; 


LETTER II. 
To R—t ] ——m, Eſq; on Wit, Learn- 
ing and Judgments — 
SIR, 20th Jan. 1729. 
YT CCORDING to your deſire, 
1 


22 
F / 


A when I had the Favour of ſeeing you 


out any Ceremony, or Introduction, I proceed 
to thoſe Subjects. * | 
 Txrvusz Wit is the greateſt Imbelliſhment 
of Mankind, it renders the Owner thereof 
always agreeable, ever entertaining ; but as 
in itſelf it carries not the Force of Inſtruction, 
good Senſe 1s preferable to it; 'and I have 
known a Perſon who was thought to have a 
large Share of Wit, entirely deſtitute of com- 
mon Senſe. Alſo Wit is too often confounded 
with Humour; and à Punſter, or Buffoon, is 
frequently call'd a Man of Wit, but this cer- 
tainly proceeds from a falſe Taſte of Things, 
for he only is ſuch who is/excellent and ſhining 


-m mis natural Abilities, 


As I have been in Company with many 
Perſons, eſteemed Men of Wit, that were 
witty Foals, fo 1 have had the Honour to be 
acquainted with Tome learned Blockheads, who 

| came 
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tame from our Univerſities : But I would not 
inſinuate that a Man is taught at Oxford, or 
cumbridge any Thing that is fooliſh, for it is 
apparently otherwiſe; yet as the Wit and the 
Learning there acquir'd, are not digeſted and 
zerfefted by ſtudy ing and apply ing to that great 
ook of Knowledge the World in general, 
ſeveral Oxonians and Cantabrigians, compared 
with others of more univerſal Accompliſh- 
ments, may perhaps be juſtly denominated by 
the foregoing Names : And the Gentlemen of 
the Univerſities may talk as much as they 
pleaſe of their Advantages in Literature; 
they only lay the Foundations of Learning, 
and London is a greater Univerſity than Oxford. 
I x is uſual for a Perſon who has been Edu- 
Gated at a College, and there generally learnt 
all the Modiſh Vices of Drinking, Swearing, 
Cc. more than either Latin, Greek, or Hebrew, 
to ask almoſt every one he ſees on his Coming 
up to Town, what College or Univerſity he 
was of? And if any ingenious Perſon anſwers, 
that he was of none, the Oxonian appears 
greatly amaz'd; as if there was no Learning 
to be attain'd but in Publick Places. Now 
what makes a Man Learned, is a diligent and 
regular Study ; a conſtamt Reading of Learned 
and Inſtructive Books: And Diogenes's Tub 
was as uſeful to him for this Purpoſe, as the 
great Bentley's Hall is to our modern Students. 
Tis an idle Vanity to think, that the Sumptu- 

ouſneſs of the Place will add to the Learnin 
and Education of Perſons ; eſpecially where 


Party Diſputes, Puns and Conundrums are ſet 
up for Imitation. 
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As to judgment, which is the right Appli- 
cation of Wit and Learning, and which tells us 
in all Things where to ſet out and where to ſtop, 
to begin and end a Thing well, there are very 
few Men who are Maſters of it: It is the Life 
and Soul of all good Writing, Speaking and 
Thinking, and 1s ſomething beyond Senſe, ſo 
that I don't know what to call it properly but 
Genius and an immediate Gift from Heaven. 
That tis of the Nature of Inſpiration, is not 
to be denied; and it is no more to be accounted 
for than Memory, which is undoubtedly a 
Divine Thing, and beyond the extent of Hu- 
man Comprehenſion. | 

AMoNnGsrT about one Hundred Writers 
in the preſent Age, tho? all. of them pretend 
to be poſſeſs'd of this Genius, not Five of 
them really have it, in any Degree : The Plau- 
files think they have it ſure; and ſo do the 
Wrongheads; but neither of them know it. 
Mr. Alexander Pope, Mr. Richard Savage and 
Mr. Stephen Duck, fancy they poſſeſs it, and a 
Multitude of others: Tho* Mr. John Dennis, 
and three, or four more, are the only Perſons 
who have any juſt Pretenſions to this Heavenly 
Gift; without which, nothing can pleaſe the 
Men of Senſe, or be juſtly admired, and no- 
thing can continue to Poſterity. 

IHave ventur'd to ſay thus much to you, 
and I doubt not from your Knowledge of Men 


and Things, but you'll concur in the Sentiments 
of, 


- 


SIR, 
Your Humble Servant: 


LETTER 


LETTER III. 
To B——m 6.—d, . on the Judge 
on ment of the Towns | 


; SI R, | | Feb. 16, 1729: 


HE Judgment of the Publick is, at 
8 this Time, ſo much corrupted, that 
+ > it is become a common Say ing among 
ſome Perſons when any new Poem, 
or Play, is attended with extraordinary Suc- 
ceſs, That ſtupid Aſs, the Town, has determin'd 
in Favour of it; ſuch as the Dunciad, Tom 
Thumb, Hurlothrumbo, &c. Whether this Re- 
fleftion be juſt or not, will appear on a little 
Examination. 1 
Ix this Great City is throng'd with Tom 
Thumbs and Hurlothrumbo's, tis no Wonder 
that 'they ſo much applaud their ingenious 
Repreſentatives ; nor is it to be admir'd, in 
an Age of Don Qui xottes, that Windmills 
and Dragons are brought upon the polite The- 
atre, and made to uſurp the Places of Men. 
Indeed, in the Gallantry of the Spaniard, there 
is great Wit and Pleaſantry to alarm the Fan- 
cy and entertain the Mind; bat *cis our Mis- 
e ee G fortune 
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fortune that the Ergliſh Oui xotte hardly touches 


the Paſſions, and has not the leaſt Influence 
on the noble Faculties within. F709 
_ Cov. b the Famous Shakeſpear reſume Life 
and viſit our preſent much frequented Thea» 
tres, he would not believe that this his native 
Country were in the ſame Situation it was in 
his Days; but would think that Satan had 
given it a Jog towards the Land of Folly : And 
when he ſaw, that much greater Advantage 
and Applauſe were acquir'd by a low Newgate 
Opera, than by all his ſublime and excellent 
Toagedits, he would certainly pronounce us a 


| Nation of Fools, And this glorious Character is, 


what I fear, we generally bear amongſt the 
polite Foreigners who travel to theſe King- 
doms. | 1 58 

O! HA Der Shaleſpear, Ben. Johnſon and 
Fletcher, that they liv'd not in theſe degenerate 
Times, when Senſe is made a Jeſt of, and 
Wiſdom has taken its Flight to ſome other 
Climate ! Wit has been long ſince Languiſh- 
ing, and is now Dead: With Prior and Con- 
greve it made its Exit; and Folly is triumph- 
ant, by Pope ſupported. Tho' in ſome Parts 
of Learning, there are pretty good Judges to 
give due Authority to all uſeful Writings; as 
to Wit and Poetry, the Perſons who paſs Judg- 
ment on them are by no Means competent: In 
this Caſe, ſome Perſon of Quality, having an 
empty Head, but full Poſſeſſions, muſt be the 
Judge and Patron of the Poetical Tribe; from 
whom, the more Ignorant he is, the greater 
Reward they expect; and what he doth not 


| underſtand, muſt of Conſequence be Excel- 


lent; 
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MR. Pope has the mighty good Fortune to 


W have Patrons of this Stamp; and, ſome of them, 


rather than not be eminently diſtinguiſh'd, 
have, with great Judgment, taken upon them 
to be the Authors of his Dunciad Infamy ; a 
Glory I do not envy them ! Though, perhaps, 
they may, one ang. or other, be brought up- 
on the Stage, w. he egregious Libeller they 
Countenance, ſee themſelves more juſtly 
ridicul d and ds d than they have obſerv'd 
any other Perlohs in their Favourite Biting ſ- 
gate Poem. | 

1 a m here naturally led to a general ſatiri- 
cal Keflection: That whenever any great and 
noted Perſon, void of Underſtanding, com- 
= mends any Play, or Poem, all the Wrong- 
Heads inftantly cry it up, and Liſt in its De- 
fence : This gives the greateſt Succeſs to the 
meaneſt and worſt Poetry, and fills the Pockets, 
and adds to the Voluptuouſneſs and Impudence 
of the ſenſeleſs Author; whilſt a Writer of 
= Merit, for Want of a generous Patron, and by 
an abounding Modeſty, is often deſtitute of 
human Neceſſaries. But I hope to live to fee 
that benignent Day, when the few Men of 
Senſe will be Rewarded, and, according, to 
the Obſervation of an ingenious Gentleman, 
vill rout the great Hoſt of Fools. 
Aso till then I ſhall leave theſe numerous 
and very faſhionable Perſons to glory in their 


= monſtrous Folly. 


Jam, 
SIR, 
Your humble Servant. 


LETTER 


— n 
ER IV. 


To Mr. Ls TE on Encourage- 


ment given to learned and ingenious Men. 


SIR, March 2d, 17293 


Have often reflected on the different 
1 e rar given to Men of 


>” 4 
SER 
* 


Pa 
* pecially in this Age and Kingdom, 
The Poet, Painter and Muſician of Excellence, 
thve all of them great Fame: But the Painter 
makes abundantly the moſt of his Art; and a 
Mueller hath died poſſeſs'd of Forty Thouſand 
Pounds, when the great Milton died not worth 
Forty Shillings. 

HER E is a great Diſproportion between 
the Reward and Recompence attending on the 


one Siſter Art and the other; which is not to 


be accounted for without enquiring into the 
Men, and their various Deſigns and Views. 


2 ngenuity in Arts and Sciences, eſ- 


Now tis evident, that the Principal Aim and 


Ambition of a Poet is Reputation; not onl 
his Reſt and his Quiet, but his Intereſt he 
y | 7 | makes 
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makes ſubmit to this great End; ſo that as 
the facetious Mr. Farquhar has obſerv'd, he 


hath oftentimes no greater Eftate than lies 
under the Circumference of his Hat: But it 
is not ſo with the Painter, who has a Mixture 
of the Mechanick in his Art, and that leads 
him to endeavour. no. farther at Reputation, 
than to forward and recommend his Intereſt, 
The Muſician, is generally like the Poet, Poor 
aud Excellent. | ; 

Ir is Fame, not Fortune, which is the 
Purſuit of our greateſt Poets. Therefore the 
Poet will be read, remember'd and admir'd 
when the Painter is forgotten, or at leaft 
when there is only a very faint Remembrance 
of him; and there is no Character which laſts 
ſo long as a Poet's. And it is but juſt that it 
ſhould be ſo, where the Reputation of the Poet 
is well founded : For as Poetry is the greateſt 
Siſter Art, and deſcribes all Nature, the Body 
and the Mind of Man, and in itſelf illuſtrates 
every other Art and Science; it is highly 
reaſonable, that the greateſt and moſt laſting 
MBs ſhould accompany the real Poſſeſſors 
O1 it. 

As Nature is undoubtedly always the ſame, 
thoſe Poets who finely depaint it in their 
Poems, thereby make their Memory Immortal; 
becauſe the Readers will be ever pleaſed and 
affected with their Writings to lateſt Poſterity. 
And this depainting has given Immortality to 
Homer, Virgil, and Horace, and other Claſſical 
= Writers; whoſe Fame was not built on 
W Panegyricks upon themſelves, or rais'd by any 

formidable Cabals, or Party Intereſts, like un- 
to the Characters of moſt of the Poets of this 
4 be Age: 


— © — * - CI 
— . ˙ . 
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Age: It was rais'd on the ſureſt Pillars, the 
Beauty and Excellence of their Works, and 
the greateſt Merit that Mortals could ever 
boaſt of. | 

Tus true, the Claſſical Authors lived and 
fAouriſhed in Times when Senſe and Learning 
were at their utmoſt Height ; when ſeldom a 
conſiderable Poet, or other Writer, was with- 
out a great and learned Patron: Al d the En- 
couragement of Auguſtus, or Macenas alone, 
was ſufficient to make Horace a great Poet. 
There are now no Auguſtus's, Mecenas's, Dor- 
ſet's, or Sidney's; but we have Perfons who 
Ape them, and ſo wretchedly, that they gene- 
rally encourage Men of the leaſt Abilities, and 
totally abandon thoſe who are an Honour to 
their Native Country. 

I x the Kingdom of France, there are to this 
Day due Rewards given to learned Men ; from 
the Foundation laid by Lewis the XIV: and his 
great Miniſter Cardinal Richlieu, in the eftabliſh- 
ing Learned Societies, and beftowing Prizes 
on the moſt excellent Poets, Orators, and 
Hiſtorians, with the greateſt Judgment and 
ſtricteſt Impartiallity. But here we have no 
ſuch Societies, or Prizes, or impartial Diſtri- 
bution of Favours, as in France; but all Per- 
ſons are at Liberty to eſtabliſh themſelves 
without Rule or Order, fo that Ignorance and 
Impudence often prevail beyond Senſe and 
Learning. 

AN Þ there are Perſons among us, who, by 
Dint of Scandal and Treachery, endeavour to 
beat down one another, and obtain what they 
call a Character at any Rate; as ſome Men 
would gain Eſtates and Honours on the Ruin 


of 
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f others, even to the entire Deſtruction of 
beir neareſt Friends and Relations. bs 
& Bur the abominable Injuſtice of theſe Men, 
Ws, lam ſenſible, as thoroughly deteſted by you, 
it is by, 


81 R, 


| Your Humble Servant. 
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LETTER V. 


To the Hab. C Il. 8 on Publicł Spirit, 
and Publick Liberty 


1 2 
* aq = 
* x 
= 
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SIR; March 2oth, 1729. 


TREK PRESUME to write to you the 
0 s following Letter on Publick Spirit 
and Publick Liberty, as they affect 
either the Welfare of Society in 
general, or particular Men. 2 
IN Holland, there are no fuch Diſtinctions 9 
as Nobility and Commons, Lords and Vaſſals, 
as in many other Countries; but the People 5 
are all as it were equal in the Community, and 
the loweſt among them in Fortune, if endow'd M8 
with competent Underſtanding, have the juſt- = 
eſt Pretenſions to the higheſt Station in the 
Common Wealth : Hence a glorious Spirit of 1 
Libert prevails; Arts, Induſtry and Virtue, 
are flouriſhing in their Country; and for 
Trade, they are properly the only Merchants 
on the Continent. 1 
Tun Czar of Muſcovy, Peter the Great, by 
his Travels into other Nations and uncommon al 
publick Spirit, in the ſpace of Thirty Years, Z 7 
not half an Age, rais'd his extenſive Dominions 
and rude People, from a ſtate of Barbariſm 


— and 


E  - St 
and Indigence, to a Polite, Ingenious and 
Wealthy Empire, And tho” the late King of 
France was an Arbitrary, and Abſolute Mo- 


| bl | narch, yet were his Subjects, in a great Mea- 


ſure, happy under him; and it was very much 
to the Honour of this Kiug, that when ever 
any great Man made a Diſcovery of any Thing 
of Conſequence that was new, in Arts and 
Sciences, he himſelf gave the Projector the 
Value of the Secret; and then generouſly com- 
municated it to all his Subjects, as a common 
Benefit to Mankind. | CE 
" Som of our Edward; and Henries, Kings of 
Eiland, Famous in the Hiſtories of their 
Times, had great Publick Spirit and true Mag- 
nanimity: And 'tis remarkable in the Hiſtory 
of King Edward 111d. that this Victor ious and 
Heroick Prince, out of his great Wiſdom, 
brought the Walloons into this Kingdom; the 
Induſtry of which People ſoon eftabliſhed the 
Woollen Manufactures here, and the King 
gave no leſs Security to thoſe Artificers for the 
Enjoyment of their Privileges than his own 
Royal Perſon. | 2 
Tussz Examples of publick Spitit, in 
Kings and Princes, for the general Proſperity of 
their People, are all I ſhall enumerate ; but! 
ſhall give you ſome particular Inſtances of it of 
a private Nature, to Learned and Ingenious 
en in my own Country, The Famdus Fart 
of Southampton, in the Reign o* Queen Elizabeth, 
made a preſent of One Thouſand Pounds to the 
great Poet Shakeſpear for a Dedication of two 
Poems to his Lordſhip ; which ſufficiently” 
W ſhew'd the juſt Value this Noble Earl ſet upon 
Merit, and his true Judgment to diſtinguiſh it. 
4 D Nor 


* 


——— 
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Nor was the Encouragement of the Renowned 


Sir Philip Sidney to Spenſer, tho* not ſo great, by 
the Mauner of it, lefs worthy to be mention'd 


to his Honour, than that of my Lord Southampton + 


He ordered his Original intended Bounty of 
Fifty Pounds to be doubled and encreaſed on 
Reading every Stanza of the Fairy Queen, *till it 


amounted to Two Hundred, and then com- 


manded his Steward to give it immediately, 


leaſt, as he read farther, he might be tempted 


to give away his whole Eftate. 
Tus late Earl of Dorſet's Benificence to 


Men of Letters was beyond all Example : 


He was the great Support of almoſt all the 
Poets of his Time. It was common for this 
publick ſpirited Nobleman to invite Mr. Dry- 


den, Butler and others to dine at his Table; 


who, under their Napkins on the Plates, were 
ſure to find a Bank Note for a conſiderable 
Sum, enough for their Subſiſtence till another 
Invitation: So Polite and Genteel was my Lord 
in the conferring of his Favours. And IJ have 


heard of no modern Spirit like this, but of 
the truly Honourable Charles Montague Earl of 


Halifax, that excellent Poet and Stateſman, 
and great Benefactor to all Men of Merit; 
and of a Gentleman you know better than 
any other Perſon in the World, who gave to 
Mr. John Dennis a Bill upon his Banker, on 
Pretence of paying Coach Hire only, for that 
Learned Man's attending with a ſmall Pamph- 
let of his Writing, 

I M a y here mention the Noble Genero- 
ſity of Duke Chandois to the celebrated Mr. Pri- 
or, on his Grace's ſaying he could write much 
ſtronger Lines than him, at the ſame Time he 


drew 
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623) 
drew a Note for Five Hundred Pounds on his 
Goldſmith, as a Subſcription to that Gentle- 
man's Poems. And of the Lord Lanſdown to 
Mr. Dennis, in preſenting him with One Hun- 
dred Guineas, upon his Lordſhip's not being 
able to make good a Promiſe concerning a 

Poſt in the Government, 
Bur when will the Honeſt and Learned 
= Mr. D —-;, or any other ingenious deſerving 
& Perſons, meet with ſuch Patrons again? I fear 
no more in theſe Times, unleſs you ſtretch 
forth the Arm of Bounty to them, and ſhew 
your ſelf the Dorſet of the preſent Age. 


I am, 
SIR, 


| Your Humble Servant. 


* 


Dig irrer 


; 
, 


in this Age: As have likewiſe moſt Mechani- 


Jo J Mr, Eſq; on Improvements 
in Arts and Sciences. | 


SIR, April 75th, 1730. 
II T is commonly ſaid, That every 
SY 1 Age of Mar grows wiſer and wiſer, 

and [Improvements are perpetually 
n made in Arts and Sciences; ſo that, 
by this Rule of Judging, the Older the World 
is, the nearer it advances towards Perfection, 
and the greater Honour is due to its numerous 
Inhabitants. 
Bo r this was not the Opinion of Sir Milli- 
am Temple, and many other Writers, nor is it 


by any Means mine, In natural Diſcoveries, 


which are the common Effect of length of 
Time, *tis very true that we are conſiderably 
improved; and the great Sir 1ſaac Newton late- 
ly Dead, greatly enlarged the Mathematical 
Science. Alſo the Vegetable World, Garden- 
ing and Agriculture, have been much advanc'd 


cal 
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Neal Arts, Building and Architecture; and that 
which One Hundred Years ago was eſteemed a 
EF commodious Houſe, is now little better than 
a homely Cottage. 
= 1 Hays here made a large and ample 
cConfeſſion againſt my ſelf; Tho” to examine 
farther, beyond meer Mechanical Operations, 
Wand a little common Induſtry, except of a few 
WPerſons only, have we, in theſe our Days, 
either here, or elſewhere, any Men for Excel- 
iency of Parts, heroick Virtues, or true pub- 
lick Spirit, comparable to the Old Romans, or 
the more Antient Grecians ? Can this Kingdom, 
at this Time, boaſt of a Set of Perſonages in 
the Adminiſtration of the Government, equal 
to the great Stateſmen in the Keign of the 
Glorious Queen Elizabeth ? Are the Sages and 
Judges of the Law, (tho very learned and good 
Men) of greater earning and Integrity than 
in that excellent Queen's Reign, or ſome other 
# Reigns preceeding hers? Or, have we now a 
more Learned, Pious and Orthodox Bench of 
& Biſhops, than England hath known ſince the 
Reformation? If, in all theſe Particulars, we 
& ſhould happen to fail, I think it will be ſuffic i- 
ently Evident that the World doth not grow 
Wiſer and Wiſer ; and that it only improves 


in Form. 


I SHALL proceed to a few other Obſer- 
Ws vations of the like Nature. Have the Greci- 
na Homer, or Euripides at this Day, the 
= Romans a Virgil, or the French a Boileau ? Or 
have we a Milton, or a Shakeſpear, or any Ge- 
ius's to be compared with thew ? Doth this, 
r any other Nation produce Poets, Painters, 
or Muſicians, generally ſpeaking, like to thoſe 
4 why 


9 — * 9 * . 
2 


who liv'd before them? This is an Enquiry 


every Age grows wiſer, and Improvements 
are daily made in Arts and Sciences. 


ſo very impartial, and doing that Juſtice 


Time may come when the Heavens may be 
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which ſhould be fully made and juſtly deter- 
mined, before any one ventures to affirm that 


Tu Perſons who are for advancing the 
Perfection of the Age and Times they lived 
in, are exceedingly complaiſant to them- 
ſelves , but if they do it with Partiality, they 
are liable to cenſure : And I cannot help being 


which may be due to others who have gone 
before us, as to think that there have been 
many Ages preferable to the preſent. As 
the World now is, either for Senſe, Wit, 
Learning, Morality, or Religion, it ſeems to 
be very far from arriving at any Heights of 
Excellency ; but, on the contrary, that it is 
linking and going down, But, perhaps, the 


more benign to the great earthly Globe we live 
on, and a new Race may ſpring up, by which 
we ſhall be reſtored to our former Glory. 

 Wuar l have ſaid above, hath not proceed- 
ed from any Diſappointments which I have 
met with in Life, or any Envy I bear to the 
Perſons now in Being ; but it is the pure and 
natural Reſult of my Reaſon. And, I believe, 
my Thoughts are, in ſome Meaſure, agreeable 
to yours, tho? you are in the Spring of your 
Life, and live in that Splendor which 1s com- 
mon with all young Gentlemen of Fortune. 


] am, 
SIR, 
Your Humble Servant. 


LETTER 


LETTER VII. 
To Sir R——d M II, Bart. on mo- 
dern Greatneſs and Diſtinttion of Perſons. 


May 12, 1730. 


Addreſs this Epiſtle, on modern 
Greatneſs and Diſtinction of Per- 
; ſons, to you, who are yourſelf a 
i Man of Quality, but very far 
rms from being the Subject of my 
following Reflections. | | 
TAE Perſons I animadvert upon are thoſe 
who, having expos'd to View their Dreſs and 
Enſigns of Honour, have nothing farther to 
recommend them to publick Eſteem; or, hav- 
Wing any inward , Qualifications remarkable, 
they have a ſtrong Byaſs and Tendency to 
extravagant Vices, or to the Neglect of all 
moral Virtues. And almoſt all our great and 


= exalted Perſons. value themſelves too much 


on their Titles and Badges of Diſtinction only, 
eo draw any true Reſpect from the Men of 
denſe ; as if a Bit of Gold encircling the 
ead, a ſhort Ribbon acroſs the Body, or a 
mall Star of Needlework on the Side, would 

aſe them to ſuperior Beings, 
Tas 


| Tus Foundation of all Honours ought : 1 
„ to be Generoſity and Greatneſs of Mind, or I 
Excellence of Virtue : And it is, perhaps, 
neceſſary, that there ſhould be ſever! Degrees $ 
of Dignities amongſt Men, to encourage Vir- * 
tue and Heroick Fae f for the Good of the 
Publick. But if Nobility is founded on a 
great Eſtate, acquired by the baſeſt and vileſt 
4 Means, without any Greatneſs of Mind in the 
Perſon that has it; or if it be wholly built on 
n Party-Intereſt, and not duly regarding the 
high Qualities which are requiſite; or, if it is 
A purchas'd Honour, when obtained for Money, 
or other - corrupt Conſideration ; in all theſe BY 
Caſes, the Tit les alone muſt gain the Perſons 
advancd the common Notice ind Obedience 
of their Inferiors. And too often, the making 
4 of Nobility, in all Parts of the World, is not 
« an Exicouragement of Virtue; on the other E 
Hand, it hath frequently countenanc'd Vice, 
for which many of the great , Perſonages + 
| made it a Licence and protection: And I have 
j read of a Lord who was degraded for his Fo- 
| _ verty, but never heard of any one degraded 
for his Vices. _ 

A L 1 our-Nobility ſhould remember, that 
they ſprung from the ſame Original as the 
meaneſt Perſons; this would ſomewhat abate i ; 1 
their Pride in whom i it is predominant, And, 
altho* there is the greateſt Conteſt between [ | 
ſome Men, for a Superiority of Blood, I know 3 

of no Difference in it where Perſons are equally i 
healthy. A Commoner may boaft of as good 
Blood in his Veins as a L— or a Count; a" 4 1 
if he isleſs Vicious than they are, he has pro- 

bably better. Some Perſons of Note ani 

| ; Diſtinction I 
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Diſtinction who have talked of their Blood, 
have been reduced to ſo low an Ebb of Nature 
by their looſe and profligate Lives, that Can- 
= tharides alone could enable them to perform 

che ordinary Functions of a Man; yet their 
= Offspring tell you, they are deſcended from a 
great Race, preferable to others whoſe Na- 

tures are untainted. | | 

= 1 H a v £ known Perſons bella ve themſelves 
beyond all Bounds of Modeſty; on their hav- 
ing ſtately Houſes and extenſive Poſleflions ; 


and ſome 1 have heard of, who have wore 
W magnifying Spectacles at their Meals, to flat- 
ter them into a Belief that they enjoy'd them- 
ſelves in Proportion to their Fortunes, repre- 
ſenting every Mouthful of coſtly Eatables as 
if a Pound in Quantity: But it would as well 
anſwer their. whimſical Purpoſe, if they had 
Eyes and a Noſe behind, to putt on theſe Glaſ- 
ſes there alſo, and obſerve that the Emptyings 
of Nature are equal to its Fillings, 

Ir is not Blood, Eftate, or Fortune, or 
ſumptuous Living, that make any juſt 
Diſtinction in the Orders of Men, unleſs the 
Poſſeſſors of them are Perſons of Senſe and 
of Virtue z and I muſt be of Opinion with 
Juvenal. 


Nobilitas ſola eſt atque unica virtus: 


Jam, 
81 W a 
Your Humble Servant; 
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LETTER MI. 
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|, on the Dreſs and Faſhi« 


To Beau T 
on f the Times, 


SIR, June 19, 1730. 


© H E Dreſs and Faſhion of the pre- 

| ITE ſent Times, are ſo very Extraordi- 

ws; nary, of which you are a perfect 

Judge, that I take the Freedom of 

ſending you this Letter, with Deſign to give 
you and others ſome Entertainment. 

I W xs not long ſince. at a Coffee-Houſe, 
near Lincoln's- Inn, where I faw' a young Gen- 
tleman about three Foot and a half high, 
with a fine lac'd Coat on, the Skirts of which 
took Beginning from the upper Part of his 
Back, not far from his Shoulders, as if his 
Hips were there affix'd; his Sword tuck'd 
under his Arm, ftaring him in the Pace, 
ready for any Adverſary to draw, but out of 
his own Power; having a Hat two Inches in 
the Brim, and an Inch and half of it fill'd with 


Cock*s-Comb-Lace; a Peruke of three Oun- 
ces Weight, expoſing his long Ears to View, 


and 
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Wd weighing two Pounds at leaſt; and in his 


* Cy 


Shoes were Coach-Horſe 


Harneſs-Buckles. 


W The Odneſs of the Figure greatly amaz d 
me; and my Sight being a little bad, I ask'd 
the Landlord of the Houſe, whether what I 


xx 


WF Pitture of a modern fine Gentleman. 


Aiſcover'd at a Diſtance, was a Man, or a 
Creature of the Monkey Race? O! Sir, re- 


ply'd he, what you yonder obſerve is the true 


Uyron this, I could not help thinking of 


the little airy Frenchman, who, making a Tour 
to the Kingdom of the Birds, the plumy In- 
habitants taking him for their common Ene- 
my, Man, were for picking out his Eyes and 


putting him to Death; but as they reſolv'd 


WF firſt to try him, by the Advice of the Sage 


and loquacious Magpye, who was of his Coun- 


1 cil, he pleaded that he was truly and Bona fide 


n Monkey, and not a Man; on which, after a 


long Examination, he was honourably acquit- 
ted and exempted from all Puniſhment. Now 
to apply the Frenchman's Caſe ; one might ima- 
gine that our Youth of this Age, many of them 
dreſs'd themſelves like Apes, to be excus'd 


from commonly behaving like unto Men. 


As to the Fair Sex, I ſhall refer a particu- 
lar Deſcription of them to a farther Letter : 
And I confeſs at this Time, our young Gentle« 


men are more indecent and extravagant in 
their Dreſſes and their Manners than the Wo- 
men,; like Puppets, or Images, made to move 


by meer Clock Work, they are ever in Agi- 


tation; as they endeavour to make their out- 


ward Garb juſtly repreſent the Furniture with- 


=. 
—= 


in, ſo every Action is confirming of it; they 


Nee reſolved a prepoſterous Body and a pre- 
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E 2 poſterous 
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poſterous Mind ſhall go together; and to 


Laugh at all other Perſons, when they are 
themſelves the only Subjects of Laughter; 
and to what farther Lengths of Impropriety 
they may attempt to carry their Behaviour, 
I cannot pretend to judge of. 

Ir is not unlikely but thoſe Per ſons who 
are here pointed at, may cenſure me as a rigid 
Old Fellow, and one who hath long ſince for- 
got my own Equipment and Condutt when I 
was oftheir Standing : But they may be faith- 
fully afſured, that my Dreſs is exactly the 
ſame now as to the Mode and Faſhion of it, 
as when I was Twenty Years of Age; and 1 
believe it will always contine ſo, except I have 
ſome Patterns to follow better than thoſe 
which they exhibit to'the World. | 
Ap if any of them have the Curioſity to 
= me, as a hoe r different wk their 

ape, Lam almoſt every Day on | 
Walk of the Royal Exchange ; * ſix Ich ln 
Height, about the Age of , I'wear a 
full light tye Wig, a pretty broad brim'd Hat, 
plain Cloth Coat well fitted to my Body, and 
a Sword by my Side ſomewhat longer than the 
Tails which they carry on their Backs. 


As you preſerve the Gravity of a Gentle- | 1 


man in your Manners, and are Gay in your 
Perſon, without being Ridiculous, or Foppiſh, 
you are Free from. my Satire and proper to be 
writ to on this Subject. 9 
I am, 
n 
| Your humble Servant: 


LETTER 
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LETTER IX. 


| Letter. 


SIR, July 1ſt, 1730. 


T is about a Week ago ſince I made 
| 11 my eſcape from the Ton, like a true 
Prisoner, without giving the leaſt 
ANotice to any, or taking any Leave 
of my Friends and Acquaintance; and this I 
did to avoid the Ceremony of a formal Parting, 
which was ever very diſagreeable to me, and I 
have lately had ſuch a ſhocking Thing hap- 
pen'd to me of this Kind, in taking Leave 
of a Dear and Indulgent Parent that I am 
more averſe to this Punctilio than ever. 

Tuus, Sir, I have begun a Letter to you 
which I don't know how, or where it will end ; 
tho? one Deſign of it, now the Weather is Fair 
and agreeable, is to invite you to my little 
humble Habitation, in the Cottage of a good, 
tho* rough Old Woman called Mrs. C—-r. 
And if your Health will permit you to 
take a large Walk with me in the Neighbours 
hood of Newington Town, where there are 


= Fields, 
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Fields, perhaps, more pleaſurable than any 


you have yet ſeen within that Diſtance from 
London, or it may-be any where elſe, ſince you 


never were infthe Garden of Eden. 


- An vp: to be ſerious, as Walking in the 
Fields is the greateſt Pleaſure I have in Life, it 
inſpiring me with the higheſt Contemplation 
on the great Author of Nature, whoſe ſtupen- 
dious Works lie in View all around me, | hope 
you'll do me the Favour I have above requeſted: 
And as Maſter Dennis and ſome other learned 
and ingenious Gentlemen have given them- 
ſelves the Trouble to find me out here, I doubt 
not but you will follow their Example, to 
whom you are near ally'd, not by Birth, but by 
your Abilities. 

IHA been lately viſited with Rheuma- 
tick Pains almoſt all over my Body, occaſton'd 
by the great Ferment of the Heavens and vio» 


lent continued Rains. But I hope no Viſitati- 


ons of Illneſs have happened unto you; and I 
heartily wiſh you your Health in Town, that 
the Air may agree with you, that Strength 
and Vigour may always attend on you, and 
Age never overtake you, at leaſt, till after 
your Hundredth Year. 


I am, 
SIR, 


Your Humble Servant; 
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LETTER X. 


UT E— — B—— de, Jer Familiar 


SI R;- | July 17, 1730. 


HE Favour you did me on Monday 

laſt in coming to me here, was the 
greater, as it was a Viſit of Friend- 
ſhip; when Friendſhips are ſo very 
rare, that a true Friend.cannot be enough 
efteem'd and valued. And your Viſits and 
Compliments to others, not being meerly ſuch, 
but the juſt Regard of a ſincere Mind; you 
muſt give me Leave to congratulate my ſelf 
on the Happineſs of your Acquaintance, and 
to make you an Offer of any Service within 
the Compaſs of my ſmall Abilities. 

I r would bean infinite Satisfaction to me, 
to adminiſter the leaſt Pleaſure to you, or any 
of your good and deſerving Family ; If I knew 
how to do it, Attempts ſhould not be wanting : 
But as Fortune has put it very little in my 
Power to render my ſelf agreeable to my 
Friends in any other Manner, I muſt be con- 
tent with what God and Nature have allotted 
me, (and for which I am thankful) the 


Gifts 
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of the Mind ; a ſmall Specimen of which, 1 
now make you a Preſent of, in the enclos'd 
ſhort Ode on 
finiſh'd Sketch, may poſſibly be ſome Entertain- 
ment to you and your Son, who has a Taſte for 
Muſick and mufical Compoſitions ; and to him 
I recommend it, with this friendly Advice, 
not to let his divine Miftreſs ſteal upon him 
ſo far as to be wedded to her Charms, 
H and you will be both ſenfible that Mu · 
ſick has a powerful Effect upon me to raiſe the 
noble Paſſions, by the Ode ſent you; which I 
defire you to ſhew to the ingenious Mr. Hart, 
and if it be worthy of it, I ſhall be glad to ſee 
the ſame ſet to Muſick by that Gentleman, 
and to have it perform'd by him. 


I am, with great Sincerity and Reſpett, 
381 


Your Humble Servant. 


LETTER 


Miſick, which, tho? a rude and un- 4 8 


SY a7 . ano as Ad a ce 


T LETTER XI. 


To E-——( B-—de, Eſq; on the Uſe of 


. my Reaſon. 


July 30, 1730 
RAS? Cirraln Perſon of my Ac- 
S quaintance, having conceiv'd an 
Opinien that I have ſometimes 
uſed what is called Reaſon with 
| too much Freedom, I ſend you 
this Letter upon that Subject, with a ſhort 
Note of my own Belief in Vindication of the 

Il Have ſaid on another Occaſion, that 
Reaſon is the utmoſt Perfection of Man; that 
it is the Eſſence of the Soul, which ſets him 
above the Brute Creation; that at inſpires 
him with Wiſdom to ſearch after Truth, and 
with that Philoſophy which alone can make 
his Being happy; chat it tells him his great 
Duty of doing by others as he would be done 
unto, and keeps him ſteady in the Purſuit of 
his trueſt Glory. 
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REASsON, in the higheſt Senſe of it, en- 
tirely anſwers this large Definition. And [I 
cannot any Ways think, as {ome Perſons do, 
that this great and ſublime Faculty of the 
Mind, is acquired and learned by human 
Means: ?Tis true, a liberal Education and 
much Learning may greatly improve it; but 
they can never lay the Foundation of Reaſon, 
which is certainly born with us, altho', accord- 
ing to the Courſe of Nature, it doth not ſhew 
it ſelf 'till the Body arrives at Maturity; and 


it would be highly ablurd to expect, that an 


Infant, as ſoon as he can ſpeak, before he can 
walk, or feed himſelf, ſhould be a Philoſopher 
and a Perſon of Wildom, 

No v, that Reaſon is not acquir'd but in- 
nate, I ſhall endeavour to prove by a natural 
Enquiry : If it be the Acquiſition of Man, 
why have we ſo many Perſons deſtitute of it, 
and ſo few Men of Senſe? This cannot whol- 
ly proceed from any Defect in our Natures: 
For ſurely there muſt be more than one Perſon 
in twenty perfect in Nature, capable of being 
taught Reaſon, if it were to be learn'd ; and 
yet we have not that Number who are actually 
endow'd with it to any Degree? It muſt there- 
tore be ſomething beyond the common Attain- 
ment of human Nature, otherwiſe there would 
be more Perſons have it to greater Perfection; 
and God gives it in the higheſt Degree but to 
tew, tho* we have all of us a competent Share 

© it for our Conduct. 

By this you. may perceive I have a high 
Regard for the rational Faculties, and that 1 
believe them to be of divine Original; on 


which Account, I am very tender and circum- 
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ſpect in the Uſe and Exerciſe of my Reaſon. 
I never let it ſearch into Myſteries which it 
g Caimot comprehend ; Or permit it to contra- 
dict ſacred Things, when ſuch Contradiction 
may have a fatal Tendency to injure Religion. 
As it gives me the higheſt Conception of the 
BG oodnels and Providence of the ſupreme Be- 
ing; ſo [never let it looſe againſt Heaven, to 
which I owe my Protection. 1 uſe it with 
Modeſty and Humility towards God, and 
Charity and Condeſcenſion to Man; ever ar- 
dently endeavouring to make it ſubſervient to 
the Publick Good. 

= As to my Belief, in Vindication of the 
Uſe oi my Reaſon ; I believe there is a God 
and Omnipotent Ruler of this World ; for 
Reaſon tells me it could not be made and ſub- 
ſiſt without one. 1 believe there 1s a Saviour 
oO: Mankind, becauſe Reaſon abundantly in- 
ſtrutts me, that our Frailties are great enough 
to Fequire a powerful Mediator, I helieve 
there is a Holy Spirit, as my Reaſon ifrs 
me [I could not be otherwiſe inſpired with a 
right Belief of any Thing ſpiritual, I believe 
there are Rewards and Puniſhments in another 
Lie; and tho? how, or which Way they are 
W diſtributed and inflicted, is not reconcileable 
to my Narure, or my Reaſon, yet Reaſon has 
2 Share in my Belief ; becauſe in my humble 
Opinion, it is reaſonable that the Knowledge 
ot theſe great and ſacred Things ſhould be 
kept from us by the Almighty, to highten 
and enlarge our Expectations and our Fears, 
and thereby render us the more Obedient to 
his Will, 
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Tuns g particular Thoughts of mine on 


Reaſon, and how it is uſed by me, I expreſs 
with the greateſt Sincerity of Heart, and if I 
know my ſelf well, they will be atteſted by 
every Action of my Life; ſo that I hope no 
juſt Exception can be taken by any one, who 
has the leaſt Knowledge of me, to my Princi- 
ples, or Conduct on this Head, | : 

You now find I am become your Correſ- 
pondent on various Subjects, in Conſequence 
of which you muſt expect to hear farther 
from, 
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Your Humble Servant, 


LETTER NI. 


To E— d B— de, Eſq, concerning Mr. 
Wolſton. 


7th Aug. 1730; 


i HER E have been many Anti- 
d chriſtian Writers ſprung up in 
» this Age, but none ſo Impudent 
and Flagrant as Wolſton ; who, I 
SY am lorry to ſay it, has gain'd a 
great number of Followers, 
and who have publickly commended him, in 
almoſt all Converſations. | 


THar the weakeſt Part of Mankind 
ſhould join with this Advocate for Error and 
Infidelity, Ido not in the leaſt wonder at; 
but that ſome Men of Senſe and Learning, 
and of ſeeming Goodneſs, ſhould make up 
the Train of his Admirers, is to the laſt De- 
gree Amazing: And that this is the Caſe, is 
too apparent. But as 1 am very ſenſible you 
deteſt and abhor all pernicious Opinions, and 
erer countenance what is well intended 
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in the Cauſe of Religion, I now ſend you a 


ſhort Eſſay on the important Subject of the 


Divinity and Miracles of Chriſt. 


*'F1s to me as inconteſtable an Argument 


and Proof of the Divinity of our Saviour, 
that it hath ſtood the Examination od the 
moſt learned and bitter Adverſaries in all 
Ages, and never been once ſhaken or denied 
with any Authority; as in Temporal Matters, 

by the Laws and Cuſtoms of all Countries, a 
Jong and uninterrupted Poſſeſſion ol a Thing, 
is the ſtrongeſt Evidence of a Right, and al- 
ways taken for ſuch till the contrary is made 
Manifeſt. And if we had no Anticnt Sacred Re- 
cord of there having been a Saviour Chriſt up- 
on Earth, I, for my Part, ſhould have enter- 
taincd a Belief of it from Tradition only; 
as I look upon Man to be accountable for his 
Actions in this Life, and that he has ſome Pre- 
tenſions to Immortality. 


IND s x», our modern Advocates for Mabo- 
metiſm, do not directly attack the Divinity of 
Chriſt, but they labour indefatigably at the 
Deſtruction of his Miracles; pretending to re- 
concile every Thing to their ſhallow Under- 
ſtandings, which are as ſhort in this Point as 
in comprehending the Syſtem of the Uni- 
verſe; and it is not ordain'd for Man, who 
is a limited and finite Being, to trace out In- 
finity. But were they capable of ſucceeding 
in their Erxquiries, could they poſſibly deſtroy 
the great Miracles o, our Saviour, and not 
affe& his Divinity ? And could his Divinity be 


affected, without ſhocking the whole Chriſtian 
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Religion which we profeſs ? No! *Tis evident, 
that theſe rely upon, and ſupport one another. 


THzREFORE our buſy and deſigning 
Men, whatever be their plauſible Pretences, 
are not at Work upon the Overturning of Mi- 
racles alone, but of the entire Divinity of our 
Saviour Chriſt. And to ſearch a little deeper 
into this Affair; it a Wolſten, or C 11 
could convince the generality of the People 
that there «never was a Chriſt Jeſus on Earth, 
would not their next modeſt Step be, in all 
probability, to prove there was in reality no 
God? It ſeems very natural to me to imagine 
that it would, as the Sum of all their Endea- 
vours, to eſtabliſh Infidelity and Atheiſm, And 
| tho? they might deſpair o Propagating their 

Tenets among Men of Senſe and Virtue; yet 
would they have many Followers among the 
Diſſolute and Vicious, and the Youths o: the 
preſent Age. 


Tus mclancholy Reflections muſt ſcn- 
ſibly concern all thoſe who have any Share of 
Religion; and tho the Perſons who are truly 
Religious are very few, and rarely to be 
found, it is highly Wicked and Abſurd, that 
all Religion ſhould be extir pated; which muſt 
conſequently be the Aim, where one Religion 
is attempted to be ſuppreſs'd by any Perions 
without any Means propoſed to erect another; 
and this may be ſaid to be the Cale of our 
W moſt exquiſite Writers, who have lately ſo 
very extraordinarily exerted themſelvcs. 


Bur 
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Bor as Wolfton has been now puniſh'd by 
our Great and Learned Judges of the Law, I 
a they will continue to exerciſe their Au- 

thority and put a Stop to a very much encrea- 
fing Evil. . 


1 am, | 3 
SIR, 


Your Humble Servant. ; 1 
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LETTER XIII. 


To My. Kür, on Religion and 
Government. 


Aug. 25, 1730. 


N ingenious Gentleman, and 
what is greatly to his Honour, 
a ſincere Chriſtian, has obſerv'd 
in his Remarks on a Book, enti- 
Cled, The Fable of the Bees, that 

* the eftabliſh'd Religion in eve- 
ry y Kingdom and Country, is the Baſis of Go- 
vernment and Support of the Conſtitution : 
And that the religious Awe of an Oath, is 
the Band and moſt ſacred Cement of every 
Civil Society: That in the Kingdom of Great 
Britain, the King depends upon the Chriſtian 
Religion for the due Execution of his juſt ma- 
giſtraticat Power; becaute the Allegiance of 
the People, without which the Prince is not 
empower'd to protect them, is founded upon 
an Oath, which is taken upon the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, which Oath loſeth all its binding 
Force by the Poyſon of Infidelity : And it 
K-53 G once 
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once the Awe and Reverence of ſuch an Oath 
is loſt, the King is not qualiſied to protect the 
People, either from external Force, or the 
Violence and Fraud of each other. 
Tun Author of the above Remarks is a 
Perſon very well known in the learned World, 
and juſtly eſteem'd by all Men of Senſe; and 
is no Clergyman but a Layman, one who has 
ever oppos'd the Craft of deſigning Prieſts ; 
And I ſhall here take the Liberty to enlarge, 
or comment a little on what he hath aſſerted. 
I believe it cannot be denied, that the civil 
and eccleſiaſtical Government of any Country 
are ſo incorporated together, that one can- 
not ſubſiſt without the other ; and in this 
Kingdom both are centered in the King, Our 
King by his Coronation Oath ſwears, To govern 
His People according to the Laws and Statutes of 
the Realm, and to the utmoſt of His Power to 
maintain the Laws of God, the true Profeſſion of 
the Goſpel and the Proteſtant reform d Religun eſt a- 
bliſh'd by Law, &c. And this is done by laying 
His Hand: on the Holy Goſpels. The Subjects 
in general take the Oath of Allegiance to the 
Prince, and of Supremacy, and of Abjuration 
of the Pretender, by laying their Hands on 
the ſame Holy Goſpels; and declaring, that 
they ſwear truly upon the true Faith of 
Chriſtians, And Witneſſes in all Caſes are 
{worn upon the ſame Goſpels, to ſpeak the 
Truth on Trials in our reſpective Courts of 
Judicature. | 

Now by this it is evident, that every 
Thing which is valuable to the King, or to 
the People, is entirely ſecur'd by a ſolemn 
Oath ſworn on the New Teſtament, If the 


Oath 


. 
oach of the King were not conſtrued valid; 
our Sovereign would be under no Reſtraint in 
the Government of his Subjects; he would 
not be bound to protect them, or to govern 
them by Law, or to maintain the Laws of 
God and the eftabliſh'd Religion; but it 
would be wholly at his Pleaſure to do by us as 
ne ſhould think fit. And if the Oaths of the 
Subjects were invalid, they would owe no 
Faith, or Allegiance thereby to their Prince; 
nor would they abjure that Perſon who might 
deſtroy the pure Religion which is eſtabliſh'd 
amongſt us; and in Tryals of Right and Pro- 
perty, and of Lite and Member, would they 
not be at Liberty to {wear as the Impulſe 
and Violence of their Paſſions and Preju- 
dices ſhould lead them? It is poſſible at 
leaſt, that ſome, or all of theſe Things might 
happen, if we ſhould once come to think light- 
ly of Oaths; and that they are of no binding 
Force, by Virtue of their Foundation on the 
Chriſtian Religion. 

Ir may be ſaid indeed by ſome Perſons, 
that if you wholly omit the Words in the Ab- 
juration Oath, that this the Subjects declare 
on the true Faith of Chriſtians, the Oath may ne- 
vertheleſs be good for the remaining Part of it. 
But either theſe Words are inſerted to ſome 
Purpoſe, or to none at all: If they are to no 
End, or Purpoſe, then they may be as well 
omitted as inſerted; but it they are appointed 
to any Purpoſe, as it muſt be ſuppos'd they 
were deſign'd to be to ſome by our great 
Legiſlators who ordain'd theſe Oaths, it is 
highly reaſonable that they ſhould be declared 
by the Takers of them with Sincerity and a 
true 


| 


Chriſtian Religion of the Great Superſtition with 


(48) 
true Belief in Chriſt, without which they can- 
not be Chriſtians. And I take it, the Laying of 
the Hand on the Holy Goſpels is Eſſential in the 
Adminiſtration of an Oath ; for, without it, 
an Oath cannot be taken : And what will it 
avail for a Perſon to take any Oath upon what 
he has no Belief in? | 

Ipo not, from any Thing 1 advance, in- 
fer that all Men who are for deveſting the 


which 1t 1s attended in ſome Countries, and 
the Needleſs Ceremonies accompanying it in 
others, are to be cenſur'd as Infidels. But I am 
to obſerve, That thoſe Perſons who labour at 
the Deſtruction of the Miracles of Chriſt, are 
for carrying Things farther than meerly the 
ſtriping the Chriſtian Religion of its extraor- 
dinary Trappings and Superfluities ; becauſe 
it is the ſame Record that maintains the Mira- 
cles and the Divinity of our Saviour; and the 
Authority of the One muſt ſtand or fall by 
that of the Other. 

BEesS1DEs, can it be imagined by any Man 
of Senſe, who believes in Chriſt, that the 
Great and All-Powerful God would ſend his 
only Son into the World to be the Saviour o 
Men, as a common Perſon without any Signs, 
or Tokens, of his high Original? If Chriſt had 
come upon Earth like a common Man, tho' 
the greateſt Example of Piety, Humility and 
Charity, unattended with any Marks to diſtin- 
guiſh him from the reſt of Mankind, how 
could it be believed by the moſt knowing Peo- 
ple in the World, that he being an obſcure 
Perſon, was the Son of God? And how were 
theſe Marks of Diſtinction to be ſhewn, but 
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Wy effecting of Mircales? I ſhould be well 
Wplcaſcd to have this Queſtion clearly and fully 
Wanſwered. | 

= Arp as to thoſe Perſons in this Age, who 
are inclinable to believe, neither the Divinity 
attributed to Chriſt, nor his Miracles, I think 
W it would be highly proper to Swear ſuch Men 
on the Book of the Old Teſtament inſtead of the 
New, like unto our Jews, for the Security of 
our Religion and Government ; or that ſome 
farther religious Teſt be ordain'd, to deter 
wicked and deſigning Perſons trom thoſe 
Crimes, which may otherwiſe endanger the 
Rights and Prerogatives of the King, and the 
Liberties and Properties of the Subject. 

I s xn Þ you this Letter, on the Chriſtian 
Religion and Government, as I know you to 
be a good Chriſtian, and a Lover of your Coun- 
try; and hope the Reading of it will be as a- 
greeable to you, as the Writing of it was to, 


SIR, 


Your Humble Servant. 
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LETTER 


LETTER XIV. 


To the Reverend Mr. Kg, on good and 
bad Prieſts. 


Aug. 31, 1730. 


HE Satisfaction I had in your 
learned and agreeable Converſa- 
tion, when I was laſt in Hampſhire, 
is like to prove no great Benefit 
to you, for it has now brought 
upon you the Trouble of this Letter, and 
may probably occaſion a Correſpondence with 
you, which, I fear, will be too great a Diverſi- 
on from your Paſtoral Care of a large Pariſh. 
I T is a very great Pleaſure to me when- 
ever I find a Gentleman of your holy Order 
behave and act like you; who preaches the 
beſt and ſoundeſt rine, and delivers it in 
the moſt elegant and forcible Manner to make 
a due Impreſſion on his attentive Congregati- 
on; who demeans himſelf with a becoming 
Humility to all his Pariſhioners, without 
ſervile Submiſſion to the Great and Wealthy 
ia Expectation of Gain, or Preferment, or 
being haughty and afſuming to the Meaneſt 
of the People under his Charge; who in his 
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Wife and Converſation ſets an Example of 
Virtue, Goodneſs, Piety and univerſal Chari- 
ty, anſwerable to the juſt Doctrine which he 
W preaches ; who makes his great Duty his con- 
W ſtant Delight, and is always diligent and un- 
W wearied in lending his Aſſiſtance to all thoſe 
who need it, to the Extent of his Ability : 
Such a one is worthy of the Ordination of a 
W Prieſt, and truly merits the ſacred Veſtment 
W which diſtinguiſhes him from all Lay-Perſons. 
Bur it ſtrikes me with Horror, when, the 
W Reverſe of all this, I meet with a Clergyman, 
who is looſe in his Doctrine as well as his 
& Morals ; is haughty and arrogant, both to Su- 
periors and Interiors, vainly imagining that 
the holy Garment, tho? it covers the Wretch- 
Jedeſt of Mortals, will draw Reſpect and Ho- 


mage from the People; and if he is humble 


to any, it ſhall be only with mercenary Views, 
on the ſole Motive of worldly Intereſt ; who 
lives a worſe and more profligate Life than the 
= Worſt of his Pariſhioners, and ſhews no Ex- 
ample but of Crimes and Extravagancies ; 
and who is entirely negligent in the Duty of 
that Church he unworthily fills : When I find 
W ſuch a one, I am filPd with the greateſt Indig- 
ration, that he ſhould ſo ſhamefully profane 
the ſacred Garb which he wears. 

= THar there are ſome Clergymen reſem- 
bling the above Character, is what, I believe, 
vin be generally confeſs'd: And how can any 
= Perſons of their Congregations be irſtrutted 
in the great Myfteries of Religion by them; 
or with any Satisfaction receive the Commu- 
nion at the Hands of ſuch Prieſts? Or have 
Comfort from them in the laſt Moments of 
I be 


1 
expiring Breath? One might as well receive 
the Sacraments from the Hand of Satan to be 
prepared for another World, as from a Mi- 
niſter of the Church of England who thus ſcan- 
dalouſly abuſes his holy Function! 
Tux are likewiſe others-of the Clergy, 
who may intend well, that do a great deal of 
Injury to the Chriſtian Religion ; 1 mean thoſe 
who, by their preaching up to that Height the 
Terrors of another World, eternal Puniſh- 
ments, the Torments of Hell Fire, and Mi- 
ſeries everlaſting, fright many tender Perſons 
who build their Faith on the Dottrine of the 
Prieſt, out of their Senſes, and ſome out of 
their Lives. I am by no Means for making 
light of Rewards and Puniſhments in another 
Life; I do aſſuredly believe there are ſuch lil 
Things, and it would be very hard on a great 
many poor innocent Sufferers here if there 
was not an Hereafter to make them Reparati- 
on; as on the other Hand, it would be too 
well with ſome Perſons who have the greateſt 
Proſperity from the vileſt and moſt criminal 
Conduct, if there was not a future and ade- 
quate Puniſhment appointed for them; but 1 
do not think that the frightful Way of thun- Wi 
dering out Hell Flames eternally to the Audi- 
ence, 1s of any real Service to true Religion. 

T © let the Congregation know, that there 
is a great and juſt, as well as merciful God, 
who expects at their Hands an entire Obſerv- 
ance of his Laws; and if they do not obſerve 
them, they muſt expect the Puniſhment of a 
juft as well as merciful God, is undoubted!y 
Tight : But to tell them, that they ſhall be 
danan'd and lie in Hell Flames for ever, in * 
mo 
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moſt exquiſite Pain, for the lighteſt Offence, 
is, I believe, carrying the Doctrine of Puniſh- 
ments too high, and I fear a Reflection on a 
juſt and merciful God. 75 

An p as Religion is ſituated in the Heart 
of Man, I cannot approve of that malevolent: 
Treatment which ſome fiery Prieſts beſtow on 
all others who differ from them in Opinion; 
as if their Minds were to be ſubdued and 
knock'd down like their Bodies: It is Chriſti- 
an-like by gentle Means to perſwade and en- 
deavour to bring Perſons over to 4 right 
Thinking in Religion; but tis Diabolical to 
uſe Force and Torture to accompliſh this End. 
1 I Huus T* ask your Pardon for the 
Freedom I have taken in troubling you with 
= theſe Reflections on bad Prieſts who are unde- 
=— tervingof your Order; tho* your great Good» 
neſs will excuſe the Preſumption of, 
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Expiring Breath? One might as well receive 
the Sacraments from the Hand of Satan to be 
prepared for another World, as from a Mi- 
niſter of the Church of England who thus ſcan- 
dalouſly abuſes his holy Function! 
Tun are likewiſe others of the Clergy, 
who may intend well, that do a great deal of 
Injury to the Chriſtian Religion; I mean thoſe 
who, by their preaching up to that Height the 
Terrors of another World, eternal Puniſh- 
ments, the Torments of Hell Fire, and Mi- 
ſeries everlaſting, fright many tender Perſons 
who build their Faith on the Doctrine of the 
Prieſt, out of their Senſes, and ſome out of 
their Lives. I am by no Means for making 4 
light of Rewards and Puniſhments in another 
Life; I do aſſuredly believe there are ſuch Wil 
Things, and it would be very hard on a great 


many poor innocent Sufferers here if there 


was not an Hereafter to make them Reparati- 
on; as on the other Hand, it would be too 
well with ſome Perſons who have the greateſt i 
Proſperity from the vileſt and moſt criminal 
Conduct, if there was not a future and ade- 
quate Puniſhment appointed for them; but I 
do not think that the frightful Way of thun- Wl 
dering out Hell Flames eternally to the Audi- 
ence, 1s of any real Service to true Religion. 
T © let the Congregation know, that there 
is a great and juſt, as well as merciful God, 
who expects at their Hands an entire Obſerv- 
ance of his Laws; and if they do not obſerve i 
them, they muſt expect the Puniſhment of 2 i 
juft as well as merciful God, is undoubtedly 
right: But to tell them, that they ſhall be 
damn'd and lie in Hell Flames for ever, in oy 
mo 
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moſt exquiſite Pain, for the lighteſt Offence, 
is, | believe, carrying the Doctrine of Puniſh- 
ments too high, and I fear a Reflection on a 
juſt and merciful God. ; 

An p as Religion is ſituated in the Heart 
of Man, I cannot approve of that malevolent 
Treatment which ſome fiery Prieſts beſtow on 
all others who differ, from them in Opinion; 
as if their Minds were to be ſubdued and 
knock'd down like their Bodies: It is Chriſti- 
an- like by gentle Means to perſwade and en- 
deavour to bring Perſons over to à right 
Thinking in Religion; but *tis Diabolical to 
uſe Force and Torture to accompliſh this End. 

I Huus Tx ask your Pardon for the 
Freedom I have taken in troubling you with 
theſe Reflections on bad Prieſts who are unde- 
teryvingof your Order; tho? your great Goods 
neſs will excuſe the Preſumption of, 
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_ © Your Humble Servant; 
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LETTER XV, 


To Me. P——n, on the Elements of 
the World. 


S I R, Sept. 5th, 1730. 
WAs ſurprized at the uncommon 
9 1 & Hurricane of Wind which happened 
don Thurſday laſt, and the more ſo as 
1 I was then at an old Houſe a little 
Way out of Town; and fince that I have writ 
the following Obſervations on the Nature and 
Power of the Elements, which I think proper 
to communicate to you. 

I r ſeems to me plain, that this World en- 
tirely ſubſiſts by regular Diftribution and 
Acting of the four Elements, Earth, Air, 
Fire and Water ;, as the Earth brings forth, ſo 
the Water tempers, the Fire cheriſhes and 
matures, and the Air preſerves whatever is 
neceflary for theſe lower Regions. But this 
is by the Direction and Permiſſion of the 
Divine Being, who limits and rules the afore- 
mentioned Elements ; (and what a ſovereign 


Rule is this compared with all other Cn 
oY on 


. 
on) and ſhould this All- powerful Being once 
give unlimited Bounds to either Fire, Water, 
or Air, what would then become of the 
mighty Univerſe? Inſtant Deſtruction muſt 
inevitably be its Doom. | 
THErREFORKE, tho' tempeſtuous Winds, 
great Rains, Thunder and Lightning, which 
often happen, are natural to the Earth, I can- 
not help being touch'd with their Terrour, 
when they are extremely violent: And may 
not Air, or Fire, one Time or other, overturn 
and conſume the whole terreſtrial Globe, as 
well as Water, which has done.it already ? 
Ir is common for Per ſons of good Senſe to 
ſay when it Thunders and Lightens, that they 
proceed only from a natural Cauſe: But, I 
think, they ſhould go farther, and conſider 
the great Havock theſe Things might poſſibly 
make! They are always attended with ſome 
Miſchief : And, as God's Power is ſhewn, 
not only in ſending theſe. amazing Things a- 
mongſt us, but allo oftentimes in preſerving 
particular Perſons in a wonderful Manner from 
their direful Effects, as Inſtances of his Mer- 
cy; ſhould his Juſtice at any Time prevail, 
by their Means we ſhould, perhaps, ſoon ſee 
our final Diſſolution, | 

I wouLD not have any one think that 
what I now ſay is caus'd by any ſuperſtitious 
Fear, or the want of that Courage in me which 
all Men ſhould have; for the above Thoughts 
ariſe natyrally from my high Opinion of the 
Omnipotence of the ſupreme Being, on conſi- 
der ing what that might, and probably may, 
one Time or other, bring to paſs amongſt 
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A x d, L hope, Contemplations of this Kind 


are of ſome Uſe to me, in checking thoſe 
Vices to which the greateſt of us are ſubject; 


but none is greater than he who makes a Con- 


queſt over them. 
I am, 


SIR, 


* 


| Your Humble Servant: 


LETTER 


LETTER XVL 


To Sir HAS Sn, Rut. on natural 
Philoſophy. 


SIR, Sept. 19, 1730. 


HERE is implanted in Man, a 
WTH ſtrong Deſire to ſearch into the 
Peres Cauſes of Things, particularly to 
= trace and diſcover from what and 
hence he came, what it is he is to be com- 
par'd unto, and the Heights and Excellencies 
Whe may poſlibly arrive at; and in all theſe 
Scrutinies, natural Reaſon goes a conſiderable 
Way, but it is not ſufficient to carry us to 
our Journey's End, 
ir is demonſtrably evident, That we all 
Wſprung from our great Parent, Earth: And, 
as ſome Perſons are Fairer and more Beautiful 
chan Others, ſo there is the like Difference in 
che Fineneſs and Colour of Clay : There are 


the Brown, the Yellow, and the White, and 
che ſame Complexions in our Nature; and 
che Heavy and the Light Clays, the Strong 
Wand the Brittle, like to the Conſtitutions of 
Men: Art and good Management improve 
Whe one, and ſo they do the other: And all 
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As we thus proceed from, and may be juſt 


four Elements. In a 


Men, ſome are heavy and ponderous almoſt 


doth not a pernicious Eaſt Wind make them 


the Superiority we have to boaſt over the dir- 
ty Earth under our Feet is, that we are ani- 
mated Clay. TH, FT. 8 
y 
compared to the Element of Earth ; it may 
likewiſe be affirm'd, that we participate of the 
particular natural De- 
ſcription, Men may be affimilated to Beaſts, 
Fowls, and Fiſhes, Trees and Plants: A Horſe 
purſues his Labour on his, four Feet, whilſt ? 
Man caries on his Occupation upon two. Of 
Fowls, ſome are reſting on the Ground, ſome 
on Trees, and others flying in the Air; ſo of 


immoveable, ſome more Spiritous, and others 
are ever in the higheſt Agitation. Of Fiſhes, 
ſome Soils of the Sea produce the Leviathan 
and the Shark, which prey upon all other Fiſh ; 
ſome Soils of Rivers abound with the Salmon 
for Food, and others with the Gudgeon and 
Minnow ; and ſo of Men, ſome Countries bring 
forth Giants, who Tyrannize over others ; ſome 
roduce Men of ordinary Stature, and others 
1 50 Of Trees and Plants, are there not 
alſo various Sizes? Have they not Juices as 
well as we; and will they not decay by unskil- 
ful Amputations? Will they ever ſhoot forth 
an Arm again when ſever'd from the Body, 
any. more than a Man who has loſt a Limb? 
Don't they want Bleeding like Men; and 


droop and bow their Heads, when its Conſe- 
quence affects all Human Species? 

I x what 1 have here obſerved, be allowed 
to be juſt, as I preſume it will, it is no 1mpro- 
bable Conjecture that Man was originally in 
EEE Wa Ge Aer 


* 
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(59) 
common with the reſt of the Creation, and no 
way preferable to a Horſe, a Fiſh, or a Plant, 
arther "than as he had Reaſon given hi 
for his Guide. And we frequently find, that 
when Men make a wrong Application of their 
Reaſov, they degenerate into and exceed the 
worſt and moſt Savage Beaſts in their great 
Brutality. But as Man is endow'd with Rea- 
ſon, by a right Uſe of it, he has Dominion 
over all other Creatures: From hence it is, 
that all Arts have their Invention, and the 
Grandeur and Magnificence of the Earth are 
ſupported ;, and that you learned and eminent 
Phyſicians are almoſt as it were God's Seconds 
for the Preſervation of the Race of Mankind. 

I Havs preſumed to addreſs theſe un- 
common Thoughts of natural Philoſophy to 


you, and tho” they are very Wb E 
to 


you may think them worthy to be r 
Royal Society, oyer which you preſide. 


1am, 
SIR; 
To our humble Servantz 
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To Doctor C — ne, on Phyſick and pro- 
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ſerving Health. 
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11 & Drinking to Exceſs, are the great 
4: Original of moſt Diſeaſes ; and they 
unn undoubtedly. occaſion the Natives of 
this Kingdom, to be more liable to the Scurvy, i 
Gout, and other accute Diſtempers, than the 
People of any other Nation. Intemperate 
Living fires and clogs .the Blood, and makes 
way for Fevers and many violent Diſeaſes, 
which are fatal in their Periods ; and 'tis this 
alone that ſhortens the Lives of the moſt vigo- 
rous Perſons, who thereby too often ſee a far 
leſs number of Years than thoſe of tender 
Conſtitutions, whoſe” Stomachs will not bear 
the Load of Superfluities. 


T is very certain, that Eating and 
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* 3 77 
Bur in general it is not equally dangerous 
to be filled with Liquor, as it is to be over 
charged with luxurious Food; and I have 
found by Experience, that a large Supper at 
Night is exceedingly pernicious, and will not 
only interrupt a Man's'Sleep, but ſometimes 
introduce a fainting Indiſpoſition the next Day, 
in the extraordinary Struggles of Nature to 
throw off the Burden ; which Struggles muſt 
very much weaken and debilitate the Parts, ex- 
cept a Perſon be of the ſtrongeſt Conſtitution, 


and even in ſuch Caſe Time will give them an 
Impreſſion. | - 


I Conymss I am for Abſtinence in moſt 
Caſes, but not an entire Reſtraint from Liquor 
in all Diſeaſes, which is a Practice ſome great 
Phyſicians have too much uſed. As the ſmall 
Pox is affiſted and help'd brought forth by the 
higheſt Cordials; ſo ſome Wine may be 
allow'd, and likewiſe ſome Eatables, to 
Patients in other Diſtempers: For Example, 
in Fevers it may not always be prudential to 
debar a Perſon entirely from a Liquor to which 
he hath been uſed his whole Life, eſpecially if 
the Diſeaſe be not very violent. A little 
Wine, or Wine and Water, to Men accuſto- 
med to it, might more effectually Support and 
Corroborate the Spirits, than any Cordial 
Draughts; and if the Spirits are not ſupported, 


no Diſtemper can rationally be expected to 
yield to Medicines. 4 | 


Is a Pleuretick Fever, indeed, it is very 
dangerous to drink any Wine, as it proceeds 
I from 
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from a Redundancy of bad Blood, which 
ſpiritous Liquors may encreaſe, and make 
mortal to the Patient: But in moſt other Ca» 
ſes,'I 'am of Opinion it may be permitted 
1% | with due Limitations, and at proper Times 
2 and Seaſons. And tho* I do not expect you, 
Ny or a great many other Phyſicians, to concur 
with me in this; I can aſſure you, I have cured 
my ſelf of a Fever that confined me to my 
Bed by a Bottle of Madera Wine, drank with 
Spring-Water at about twenty Times, which 
14. gave me that Perſpiration Nature wanted, and 

bs. ; threw off the Diſeaſe. TFH 
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Tus whole Art of Phyſick, as to the Admi- 
niſtring of Medicines, [apprehend lies within 
a ſma'] Compaſs ; yet there are but few who 

are Maſters of it. And it is ſeldom that a 
Phyſician, of the greateſt Knowledge, ſo tho- 
roughly conſults the Caſe of his Patients as he 
. ought, either through meer Negligence, or 
the Hurry of a Multiplicity of Buſineſs, he 
gives wrong Preſcriptions ; ſometimes a Vomit 
has been adminiſtred for a Purge, and ſome- 
times a ſtrong purging Potion inſtead of a 
gentle Opener of the Stomach; by which fatal 
Miſtakes the diſeaſed Perſons have expired 
over the Baſon, or on the Cloſe-Stool ; many 
terrible Accidents of this Kind have hap- 
pened, for want of well conſidering that the 
Life of a Man, and perhaps, a very valuable 


one, is at Stake, and liable to be loſt on the 
leaſt Neglect, or Over-Sight; which ſhould 
caution the Phyſician againſt any Guilt on this 
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I Phyſick, what ſhews the judgment bes 
yond any Thing elſe is the finding out the Diſ- 
eaſe, and the Fountain from whence itarifes ; 
for, without knowing the Cauſe thereof, it is 
by Accident if a Cure be compleated: And as 
this Knowledge cannot be acquired without 
much Experience and Obſervation, for this 
Reaſon an old Apothecary is ſometimes pre- 
fered to a young Phyſician. When the real 
Diſtemper is found out, Nature muſt be pro- 
perly aſſiſted with the niceſt Care, and with 
regard to the Age, Strength and Conſtitut ion 
of the Patient ; not to venture ſo far as to en- 
danger Life, or to deſiſt from venturing far 
enough to expel the Diſeaſe: Here the great- 
eſt Genius, the greateſt Senſe, and the great - 
eſt Prudence are abſolutely required ! 


Sou Practiſers of Phyſick, are ſo very 
Blood-thirfty, that in all Caſes their Patients 
muſt be blooded : This ſeems to me to be 
frequently preſcribed; to fave the Trouble of 
preſcribing any other Means. And I will ven- 
ture to ſay, that a great many Miſeries attend- 
ing us Moctals are occaſioned by an immode- 
rate Draining of the 'Veins ; and the Diver- 
fity of Poyſons which mix with our Blood in 
the Operations of violent Doſes of Phyſick. 
In ſome Caſes Phyſick is neceſſary z but when- 
ever it is neceſſary, the gentleſt Remedies are 
unqueſtionably the beſt. And a Perſon who 
has a good Conſtitution, and lives with So- 
briety, may enjoy perfect Health of Body 
without Phyfiek ; and be his whole Life, like 

I 2 Winter 


3 14 
| 
" a * 
„ 
ul 1 
, ['Þ 
15 
1 
"bi 
1 9 
1 i 
N. " 
"1 
: | | 
» - 
F 5 
1 ' 
1% 
. 
x 117 
0 1 
| 
1 
" "oF 
VT 


Cures for many Diſorders; if a Man who is 


( 64 ) 
Winter Vegetables the whole Year, always in 
Proſperity. 1 |; 2 570 | 


As TIN RENE and Patience are the beſt 


ill forbears to eat for a Time, and commits his 
Diſeaſe to Nature, this will generally cure it, 
and condutt him from Vouth to Age free fron 
any great Infirmity : The Parts that are over- 
charged will eaſe. themſelves, if you deſiſt 
from charging them; and; Nature alone, is 
able to do Wonders when ſhe endeavours our 
ein. 40% bros 
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LETTER XVII. 


| To G — e Weed 0 07 th Lam, 
= and its Amendments - | 


81K. q KN on. 3, 17363 


8 7 WI T H iner confels that our 


E great Legiſlators have lately made 
g man 


popular Attempts for amend- 
| ing the Law, and purging it from 
the Abuſes and Corruptions, which,” by the 
viciouſneſs of the Times, have crept into it, 
by which they will be honourably diftinguiſh'd 
in Hiftory ; but they have not, I think, tho- 
roughly effected what they proposd for che 
publick Good. 

To take a mort View of the Tranſactions 
of the Parliament for Amendment of the 
Law ; in the Twelfth Year of the late Reign 
a Statute was enatted for Prevention of frivo- 
ous and vexatious Arreſts, ordaining, that no 
Perſon ſhall be arrefted for any Debt under 
Ten Pounds, but in ſuch Caſe a Copy only of 
the Proceſs ſhall be ſerved, on the Party, e. 
No by this Act, a Copy of the Writ, which 


Ihas the Word Ce, ſignifying in our Law, 
to 


miſe, or Expectation of Offices in the Govern- 


(56) 
to take and catch hold of the Defendant is to 
be ſerv'd, and it is directed to the Sheriff, and 
enjoined 'tobereturned at a certain Day 3 and 
yet the Defendant is not to be taken, nor is the 
Sheriff to execute the Proceſs-: So that here 
is an apparent Contradittion between the Writ 
and the Statute; for the avoiding of which, 
it would have been ptoper that à new Summons 
had been appginted inſtead of a Copy of the 
old . Proceſs, without the ufual Words of 
Runde Writs, and directed to the Party 

mſelf. 
Tus Act paſſed in the Second Year of the 
Reign of his preſent Majeſty, for the fartner 
Pupiſhment of Forgery and Perjury, is a very 
good Law: Tho' ſome Perſous would have 
liked it better, if the Crime of !Perjury were 
made a capital Offence, as well as that of . 
Forgery ; becauſe it is a Crime of ual, if 
not greater Miſchief to the Publick Commu- 
nity: By, Forgery a Man may unjuſtly ' loſe 
his Eſtate; but by Perjury, an innocent Per- 
ſon may loſe and forfeit his Life. As to the 
late Statute againſt Bribery and Corruption in the 
Election of Members of Parliament, it is an 
excellent and glorious Statute, and, I hope, will 
be ever a Part of the Laws of this Realm ; 
but the Penalty of it extends only, or chiefly 
to the Corruption of the Electors, and particu- 
larly to Bribery in their accepting Giſts and 
Promiſes of Places, or Oſſices, for voting at 
Elections. And ſome will tay, | why ſhould 
not the Elected be under a like Reſtraint, and 
adminiſtred an Oath, that they had no Pro- 


* on theit getting into the Houſe of Com- 
* mons : 


687 
mons'? It ſeems to me very reaſonable and 
juſt that it ſhould be ſo. And the Act for 
Relief of Debrors impriſon d in Execution, 
Voith Reſpett to their Perſons, was very well 
meant and deſign'd: I would have all honeſt 
Men in Diſtreſs reliev'd ;' tho? in a Way not 
to injure others that are honeſt, or to affect 
publick Credit; and if this Statute ſhould 
flibly be a greater Benefit to Knaves than to 
oneſt Perſons, by the flight Regard they 
pay to an Oath for their Releaſement out of 
riſon, it may be conſtrued not ſo good a Law 
as at firſt it was intended: And in the Opini- 
on of {ome Perſons, this is the Caſe. 

Tuuvs | have exhibited a few plain and 
rough Hints of Things amended, which, per- 
haps, for want of thorough Conſideration are 
not effectually remedied. **And*tho* the Pro- 
feſſion of the Law may be grown, too great and 
exorbitant; and lam my ſelf as much for a 
due Regulation of the real Abuſes committed 
in the Practice of it, as any Map can be: I 
muſt ſay, I was entirely againſt the Bil 
brought into the Houſe of Commons in the 
laſt Seſſions of Parliament, for the more eaſy 
Recovery of Debts in a ſummary Way, if it 
were toextend to Debts for any conſiderable 
Sum, which would take away the greateſt Part 
of the Buſineſs of Juries on Tryals, by whom 
our Rights and Properties are in the beſt 
Manner ſecur'd and determin'd, and in a great 
Meaſure deſtroy the whole Profeſſion of the 
Law; and I am not for laying the Ax to the 
Root, but for a skilful and judicious Pruning, 
ſo as the Law may remain an Art and Science, 


and 


— 
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and Juſtice at the ſame Time be obtained on 
eaſy Terms, not oppreſſive to the People. 
It's I Tax s« the Liberty of ſending you my 
119. private Obſervations on the above Heads of 
48 the Law, as they are now regulated by Sta- 
Ib tute, not enly as you are my Friend and Ac- 
_ auaintance, but, I believe, you will acquieſce in 
kB .the Opinion of, IVE. 


SIR, 
#5 | Your- Humble Servant, 
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To My. , on Marder aud Appeals 


Oct. 12, 1730. 


N compliance with your Requeſt, 
= 1 now. ſend you this Letter con- 
= cerning Appeals of Murder, in 
anſwer to your Queſtion, whether, 
as the King cannot pardon. a Cri- 
minal on ſuch an Appeal, the Appellant may 


do it, or not ? "HEE 
judg d and allow'd, that al- 


— 
1 
* 


2 * 


Ir has been ad | 
tho* the King may not Pardon an Offender in 
Appeal of Murder, it not being his Suit, nor 
the Judgment for him, but of the Subject the 
Appellant; yet the Appellant may diſcharge 
the Appeal, becauſe he is the Perſon injured, 
and who Proſecutes, and therefore he ought to 
have the Power to forgive the Tranſꝑreſſion: 
And for this we have the Authority of ſome 
Law Writers of Antiquity. 

Bor l humbly apprehend, that the Pardon- 
ing by any Ways, or Means, of a willful Mur- 
. K derer, 


(70) 


derer, is contrary to the Laws of Nature, of 
God, and of Man. I own, that in Caſes of 
Rape, our antient Law is plain under this 


Head, and the Books are expreſs, that the 
Woman raviſhed, if ſhe is a ſingle Woman, 


hath it in her Power to pardon and fave the Life 


of the Raviſner, by demanding him for her 
Husband : But the Laws are not ſo plain as to 
Appeals of Murder, which are very different 
from thoſe of Rape. In Rapes, the Perſons 
injured are living to. forgive the Injury they 
have themſelves ſuffered, from the Hands ot 
the Criminal: In. Appeal of Murder, the 
Perſon, who immediately received the Injury, 
is dead, altho* the injurious Conſequences 
reach his whole Family ; and thoſe who come 
after him, tho' they may forgive the conſe- 
quential Injury, yet the immediate- Injury 
(which they have not felt) to the Perſon who 
has loſt his Life, in my Opinion, is not, or 
ought not to be forgiven by any other but the 
Great Author and Giver of all Life. | 

A Common Debt may be remitted by 
private Perſon ; but not a Debt of Lite, 
wherein a particular Man injured may be re- 
compenc'd, and yet Juſtice not done to deter 
like Offences againſt Others: In all Caſes 
where Life is not concern'd, there is no doubt 
but it is in the Power of Perſons to forgive In- 
juries received; but where a Man is killed, the 
Injury is infinitely more extenſive and aggra- 
vated than in any other Caſe; for not only 
his Family 1s injured in the Loſs of a Relati- 
on, but the King in the Loſs of a Subject, and 
God is injured in the Loſs of a human Crea- 
ture, who contributes to the Support of his 
Cr. ation. I x 
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I x civil Caſes, the Law will be ſatisfied, 
when the Party proſecuting is ſatisfied in his 
Suit; but I take it, it cannot be ſo in criminal 
Caſes, which have corporal Puniſhments an- 
nex'd to them, without ſtrictly purſuing ex- 
1 —4 Juſt ice And how is the Law to be ſa- 
tisfied in Appeals, if, after an Offender has 
been twice tried, in two ſeveral Courts, or at 
leaſt by two Juries, and is at laſt convicted and 
condemned, the Appellant for Money, or 
thro? any other extraordinary Motives, which 
may probably ariſe from a compounding of 
the Crime, excuſes the Criminal and permits 
him to eſcape the Juſtice of the Nation ? 

B y this, you may find that I prefer natio- 
nal Juſtice to private Satisfaction ; which I 
think I ought to do, as being agreeable to 
Reaſon, and all good Government of Mankind, 


I am, 
8 I, 


Your Humble Servant. 


NN 


LETTER XX. 
To 1—8 Wm, Eſq; on Duelling. 


Oct. 21, 1730. 


H E, great End of Government, 
is allowed to be the Welfare 
and Preſervation of Society ; 
yet there is ſeldom a Week 
paſſes of late, but in Oppoſiti- 
en to all Law, ſome Duel is 
fought in this Kingdom, wherein the Com- 
batants, inſtead of vindicating the Honour 
of the Sword, ſhamefully defile it with in- 
human Butcheries. 

Ir is not in this polite Age, as formerly it 
hath been, that on any Affront, or Indignity 
offer?d, the Perſon againſt whom the Injury 
is pointed and the Party cauſing it, manifeſt 
they have Courage to face Danger like Gentle- 
men, and demand and give honourable Satis- 
faction; but we now, like true Bear- Garden 
Heroes, reſolve to cut one another down, 
with ſome Weapon, or other ; in order to 

EE a. ET ß 
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which, moſt of our modern Duellers meet 
W doubly arm'd, with sword and Piſtol ; and 1 
doubt not, but in Time, they will fo much 
improve in the noble Science of Hockley in the 
Hole, as to equip themſeves with Sword, Dag- 
ger, Piſtol and Musket. 

Tung are a Sort of Perſons in this 
Town, of ill condutted Lives, who one might 
imagine from their raſh Behaviour, were in 
pain either to kill, or be killed: They ſeek all 
Opportunities of giving Birth to ſome Quarrel, 
and to propagate Contention ; and among 
chem, you may generally find a Knight Errant 
in all Parts of the City, who has. ſome Lady 
Dulcinea under his Protection, and never fails 
of Demands upon thoſe who are leſs Gallant 
and leſs Lunatick than himſelf; and becauſe 
ſuch a Perſon, by his Extravagancies, may be 
grown weary of Life, he is filled with Reſent- 
ment againft others, who, from different Princi- 
ples and Conduct, are perhaps reaſonably fond 
of it. <p 

A M an of true Senſe and Courage, has 
many Things previouſly to confider, betore he 
enters the Lifts on a Duel; as his good, or 
bad Circumſtances, his Family, the Cauſe of 
the Quarrel, whether ſufficient to engage him 
in it, &c, Theſe ſhould be duly regarded, as 
well as what is falſely and ridiculouſly called 
Honour ; and Fighting in the Heat of Paſſion, 
which may ſend a Man at once out of the 
World, 1s as far from real Courage, as reſort- 
ing to ſome looſe Female in Covent Garden, and 
raſhly engaging in private Action with her is 
from true Gallantry ; they are both of them 
Madneſs pro tempore, or monſtrous Folly. 
3 Bur 
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another more convenient; and a Perſon's bare- 


on ſo Wiſe a Body of Laws has made of Man- 


( 74) 


Bu rt here it may be ſaid, that if the 
Combatants have Time to cool, and either o- 
them is killed, by Law it is Murder. To this, 
I agree, for according to our Laws, if two Per- 
ſons Fight upon a preceding Quarrel, ſo long 
after in which it may be preſumed the Blood 
was cool'd and one killeth the other, he is guil- 
ty of Murder: And ſome of our Books tell us, 
that objecting againſt a Place and appointing 


ly ſtaying and deliberating to put on his Pumps, 
for the Purpoſe of Fighting, have been adjudg'd 
a Coolneſs of Blood tojmake a Killing, Murder: 
Tho” I would nevertheleſs have the Parties 
Quarreling firſt cooPd ; and then I believe, 
they would not venture to Fight, at leaſt but 
ſeldom, | | 

As I have now mentioned {ome Caſes of our 
Law relating to Duelling, I ſhall go a little 
farther : I cannot but admire at the Diſtindti- 


ſlaughter from Murder; by the Laws and 
Statutes of this Realm, a Man may be killed 
and not Slain, and Slain yet not Murdered ; a 
bleſſed Conſiſtency! What we Term Man- 
ſlaughter and Benefit of Clergy, to thoſe Per- 
ſons who have nothing to forfeit, almoſt 
amount to a Licence to kill; and if Man- 
ſlaughter were ſtruck out of our Laws, as! 
humbly apprehend it ought to be, we ſhould 
not have ſo many fine young Gentlemen make 
an untimely and deplorable Exit, in defending 
ſom2 Miſtreſs of the Town, ſome Player, or 
Orange Girl; which is a Gallantry we have 
been Famous for, beyond any other Nation. 


Is 


(75) 

Ir the Penalty of all intended Killing, was 
abſolutely Death; and the Conſequence of all 
voluntary Fighting, whether in Heat of Paſ- 
ſion, or in cool Blood, was Capital Puniſli- 
ment, Society would ſoon ſee the good Effect 
of it: For I am inclinable to think when quar- 
relſome Perſons were ſenſible that every Kind 
of Fighting would be attended with ſure De- 
ſtruction on both Sides, either by the Sword, or 
the Law, there would be an effectual Stop put 
to all Duelling. And I cannot ſce any juft Reaſon 
for any Diſtinction to be made in our Law, 
where a Perſon is kill'd, but of Murder and 
ſe Deſendendo; for by the Laws of Nature, 
Self. Defence againſt Bodily Injuries muſt be 
allow'd to be juſt. 3 | 

As you are a Gentleman of Senſe and For- 
tune, I ſend you theſe Thoughts, hoping they 
will be acceptable to you, and ufeful to others, 
at the ſame Time wiſhing that our Parliament 
2 take this Affair into their high Conſide- 
ration. "5 


I am, 
SIX, 


Your Humble Servant. 


ADDENDA. 


N and exhidited his Bill againſt Alexan- 
der Pope, otherwiſe called Alexander Pope of 
Twickenham, in the County of Middleſex, Eſq; 
now in the Cuſtody of the Marſhal of our 
Sovereign Long Apolle; which Bill followeth in 


ADDENDA 


The legal TRYAL and Convittion of 


My. Alexander Pope of Dulneſs and 
Scandal, before Mr. John Dennis, M. 
Lewis Theobald and Mr. Aaron Hill, 
Apollo Deputy Judges of the High-Court 
of Parnaſſus, held in the Great Room of 
the Devil-Tavern near Temple-Bar, on 
the firſt Day of e in the Tear 


1729. 


J T is to be remembred, 
That in Michaclmas-Term 

9 laft, before the Deputies 
of our Sovereign Lord 
Apollo, came John Ralphe of 
the City of London, Gen- 


* 


e 
theſe e Lotions to wit, John Ralph com- 
plains of Alexander Pepe, in Cuſtody of the 
Marſhal of the Marſhalſes of our Lord Apollo, 
of a Plea of Dulnefs and Scandal; for that 
wheteas the faid Alexander did about the 
Month of Ari in the Year 1928, Compoſe, 
Print and Publiſh 4 certain infamous Libe! 
entitled the Dunciad, a Satyr; wherein he the 
ſaid Alexander has abuſed, vilified and ſcanda- 
lized, not 5 the (hid Hl ole Rt in the moſt 
notorious Ma h alſo endeavoured 
to make' Alle, e "Boob, Block 
Blunderers, Ooncombe ogues, Raſcals a 
Scoundtels' of many tines? of ſaberior 
Rank and Figure, aner for their Learn- 
og ng univerſul Accor 3 eons vert RM well 
as their Stakions, malici at- 
— 2 level the 4 and Greateft of 
Men with che Werft and Weakeft, in 'Ex- 
petctation that his own Character would ſtand 
and remain the Brighter by ſuch a Procedure; 
and having Frequently defamed his Adverſari 
for no other Nea ſon but 'becauſe they had bet- 
ter Faces and hatidſbitier Bodies than himſelf, 
being thorbughly ſenſible of his own' Detect 
of Body and Mind; and particularly having 
called the Aid Ji 4 flupid Afs and Ow), 
whereas he the ſaid Joby Has neither the Ton 
Ears of that fooliſh e nor the lea 
Reſettiblatice of any 8 ies of Owls, but 
being credited by many ignorant Perſons, the 
Fame and Reputation bf the ſaid Job» hath 
greatly ſuffer'd with his Bookſellers, Printers 
and Hawkers, by the falſe and malicious AC 
perſion aforeſaid; whereupon he the ſaid John 
fays he is the worſe, and hath Damage to the 

L , Value 
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Value of 290 e en his 
Suit. | - 


. L 
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Plea and ue.) A 7 D the ſaid ern Pope, 
by Richard Savage. his Proctor, comes and de- 
— the Force, and Injury, the Dulneſs and 
Scandal, when, here, and in ſuch Form as 
this Court {hall think fir, and ſays that he is no 
Way guilty of the ſeveral Articles and. Things 
laid. to his S .by- the ſaid Jahn Ralphe, in 
the Manner as the ſaid John: bath ſet forth and 
declared; for that the. Perſons whom he, the 
ſaid Alexander hath ſatiria d, and witch great 
Decency called Owls, Aſſes, Fools, Blockheads, 
Blunderers, Coxcombs, Raſcals and Scbun- 
drels, all of them 175 ve his juſt and extra- 
ordipary Names an rafters, becauſe they 
have, more Senſe, Learning, judgment, Sin- 
cerity, ; Modeſty and Virtue than the ſaid 
Alexander; and therefore he the ſaid Alexander 
was for beating down theſe Men, eſpecially the 
ſaid Jh  Ralpbe, as, he ds advis'd he. might 
lawfully do, and. "being warranted, by mauy 
mud Precedent; and: ihe prays that this 
be enquired 4 e the Country, and the 
J John likewiſe, Ce, herefore it was order- 
4 that à jury of Critic s ſhould be ſummoned 


to meet on the ſixth Hay of June then next, to 


erquire into the: Ir of all and e every the 
Particulars, aforeſaid, That the Court might 
thereupon award and determine what was right 
and Joft 3 in the Suit now depending. bei 


Try al. ] Ar which Day, the Parties Are. 
fad, 1 their Proctors aforefaid, ap n in 
the High Court of Tena, and alſo a jury 

of 


. 
of impartial Criticks; who being Sworn to en- 
quite of the Matters aforeſaid, ſay upon their 
Oath, that the ſaid John Ralphe is not either an 
Aſs, or an Owl, as he is called by the ſaid 
Alexander Pope, for the Truth is as appears to 
them on the ſtricteſt Examination of the Pre- 
miſſes, that the ſaid Johm is a Man of Senſe, and 
that he the ſaid Alexander is guilty of the great- 
eſt Dulneſs and Scandal, throughout his nonſen- 
ſical and filthy Dunciad : Wherefore the Firſt 
Day of February in the Year aforeſaid, was ap- 
poirited by this Court for hearing the Judgmenc 


of the Wiſe and Learned Judges in the Cauſe 
aforeſaid. N 8 


Judgment.] AN D now at this Day came the 
Parties aforeſaid, and the faid Alexander 
having nothing to offer why Judgment ſhould 
not paſs upon him, but wholly ſubmitting him- 
ſelf to the Cenſure of his competent Judges ; 
they, the ſaid Judges of the High Court o: 
Parnaſſus, having duly confidered the Bill, or 
Charge of the ſaid Jobn Ralphe, and the Plea of 
the ſaid Alexander, and likewiſe the Verdict of 
the Jury of Criticks, do hereby adjudge that 
the ſaid John ſhall Recover againſt the ſaid 
Alexander his Damages of Five Hundred 
Pounds aforeſaid.;z-and that the ſaid Alexander 
as ſhall be caſt headlong from the Mount of Par- 
on aſus, and farther be in Mercy, &c. 


Execution. ] AcCorpinotyY the ſaid 
Alexander was the ſame Day caſt down from 
the high Mount of Parnaſſus, no longer to be 
rank'd among the Poets of Fame, and his 
Body ordered to be taken in Execution for the 
Damages above adjudged, THis 
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6800 
Tus judgment of Apello's learned Depu- 
ties was rally and 3 on an Appeal 
then inſtantly made to the Town, by the 
Voice of the whole Body. of the People, who 
all cried aloud, down with this Pope and Pre- 
tender to Poetry; He bas been falſely prais'dy and 
ſhall now be no more ! | Xt 
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Note. There being ſome Errors of the Preſs in Prints 
ing the foregoing Letters, the Reader is defir'd to cor- 
ren them Ade finds them, and tis hop'd they are of a 

Kind that will be always excuſeable. ets 


